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[Altho’ the Divinity of Jesus Christ 
is a scriptural doctrine, and the 
foundation on which the Christian 
scheme and its efficacy for the sal- 
vation of sinners rest, some are 
found who deny his Godhead, and 
yet have the presumption to call 
themselves after his name. In 
such minor essays, as monthly 
publications must be expected to 
contain, great subjects cannot re- 
ceive a complete discussion ;— 
something, however, may be done. 
It is of importance that common 
Christians be directed to the scrip- 
tural proofs of truth, With this 
view the following Extract is in- 
serted. EprrTor.|, 


ESUS CHRIST, the Lord 
and Saviour of mankind. 
He is called Christ (anointed), 
because he is anointed, furnish- 
ed, and sent by God to execute 
his mediatorial office ; and Je- 
sus (Saviour), because he came 
to save his people from their 
sins. We shall here more par- 
ticularly consider his divinity, 
humanity, and character. Zhe 
dtvinity of Jesus Christ seems 
Vou. IIL. No. 5. 








evident, if we consider, 1. Zhe 
language of the New Testament, 
and compare it with the state of 
the Pagan world at the time of 
its fiublication. If Jesus Christ 
were not God, the writers of 
the New Testament discovered 
great injudiciousness in the 
choice of their words, and adop- 
ted a very incautious and dan- 
gerous style. The whole world, 
except the small kingdom of 
Judea, worshipped idols at the 
time of Jesus Christ’s appear- 
ance. Jesus Christ ; the evan- 
gelists, who wrote his history ; 
and the apostles, who wrote 
epistles to various classes of 
men, proposed to destroy idola- 
try, and to establish the worship 
of one only living and true God. 
To effect this purpose, it was 
absolutely necessary for these 
founders of christianity to avoid 
confusion and obscurity of lan- 
guage, and to express their ide- 
as in a cool and cautious style. 
The least expression that would 
tend to deify a creature, or coun- 
tenance idolatry, would- have 
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been a source of the greatest 
error. Hence Paul and Barna- 
bas rent their clothes at the ve- 
ry ideaofthe multitude’s con- 
founding the creature with the 
Creator, Acts xiv. The writers 
of the New Testament knew 
that in speaking of Jesus Christ 
extraordinary caution was ne- 
cessary ; yet, when we take up 
the New Testament, we find 
such expressions as these :— 
“ The word was God, John i, 1. 
God was manifest in the flesh, 
ist Tim. ili, 16. God with us, 
Matt. i,23. The Jews crucifi- 
ed the Lord of glory, Ist Cor. 
ii, 8. Jesus Christ is Lord of all, 
Acts x, 56. Christ is over all ; 
God blessed for ever, Rom. ix, 
5.” These area few of many 
propositions, which the New 
Testament writers lay down rel- 
ative to Jesus Christ. If the 
writers intended to affirm the 
divinity of Jesus Christ, these 
are words of truth and sober- 
ness ; if not, the language is 
incautious and unwarrantable ; 
and to address it to men prone 
to idolatry, for the purpose of 
destroying idolatry, is a strong 
presumption against their inspi- 
ration. Itis remarkable, also, 
that the richest words in the 
Greek languags are made use of 
to describe Jesus Christ. ‘This 
language, which is very copious, 
would have afforded lower terms 
to express an inferior nature ; 
but it could have afforded none 
higher to express the nature of 
the Supreme God. It is wor- 
thy of observation, too, that these 
writers addressed their writings 
not to philosophers and schol- 
ars, but to the common people, 
and consequently used words 
in their plain popular’ significa- 
tion. The common people, it 
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seems, understood the words in 
our sense of them ; for in the 
Dioclesian persecution, when 
the Roman soldiers burnt a 
Phrygian city inhabited by Chris- 
tians, men, women, and children, 
submitted to their fate, calling 
ufion Christ, THE GOD OVERALL. 
—2. Compare the style of the 
New Testament, with the state 
of the Jews, at the time of its 
fiublication. In the time of Je. 
sus Christ, the Jews were zeal- 
ous defenders of the unity of 
God, and of that idea of his per- 
fections which their scriptures 
excited. Jesus Christ and his 
apostles professed the highest 
regard for the Jewish scrip- 
tures ; yet the writers of the 
New Testament described Jesus 
Christ by the very names and 
titles by which the writers of the 
Old Testament had described 
the Supreme God. Compare 
Exod. iii, 14, with John viii, 58. 
Is. xliv, 6, with Rev. i, 11, 17. 
Deut. x, 17, with Rev. xvii, 14. 
Ps. xxiv, 10, with Ist Cor. ii, 8. 
Hos. i, 7, with Luke ii, 11. Dan. 
v, 23, with Ist Cor. xv, 47. Ist 
Chron. xxix, 11, with Col. ii, 
10. Ifthey who described Je- 
sus Christ to the Jews by these 
sacred names and titles intended 
to convey an idea of his deity, 
the description is just and the 
application safe ; butif they in- 
tended to describe a mere man, 
they were surely of all men the 
most preposterous. They chose 
a method of recommending Je- 
sus to the Jews the most likely 
to alarm and enrage them.— 
Whatever they meant, the Jews 
understood them in our sense, 
and took Jesus for a blasphem- 
er, John x, 33.3. Compare 
the pfrerfections which are ascri- 
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tures, with those which are ascrib- 
ed to God. Jesus Christdeclares, 
« All things that the Father hath 
are mine,” John xvi, 15: avery 
dangerous proposition, if he 
were not God. The writers of 
Revelation ascribe to him the 
same perfections which they 
ascribe to God. Compare Jer. 
x, 10, with Is. ix, 6. Exod. xv, 
18, with Heb. 1, 8. Jer.xxxii, 19, 
with Is, ix, 6. Ps. cii, 24, 27, 
with Heb. xiil, 8. Jer. xxiii, 24, 
with Eph. i, 20, 23. Ist Sam. ii, 
5, with John xiv, 30. If Jesus 
Christ be God, the ascription of 
the perfections of God to him 
is proper ; if he be not, the a- 
postles are chargeable with 
weakness or wickedness, and ei- 
ther would destroy their claim 
of inspiration—4. Consider the 
works that are ascribedto Jesus 
Christ, and compare them with 
the claims of Jehovah. 1s crea- 
tion a work of God? “ By Je- 
sus Christ were all things crea- 
ted,” Col. i, 16. Is preserva- 
tion a work of God? “ Jesus 
Christ upholds all things by the 
word of his power,” Heb. i, 3. 
Is the mission of the prophets a 
work of God? Jesus Christ is 
the Lord God of the holy pro- 
phets ; and it was the Spirit of 
Christ which testified to them 
beforehand the sufferings of 
Christ, and the glory that should 
follow, Neh. ix, 30. Rev. xxii, 
6, 16. Ist Pet. i, 11. Is the sal- 
vation of sinners a work of God ? 
Christ is the Saviour of all that 
believe, John iv, 42. Heb. v. 9. 
Is the forgiveness of sin a 
work of God ? The Son of Man 
hath power to forgive sins,— 
Matt. ix, 6. The same might 
be said of the illumination of the 
mind ; the sanctification of the 
heart ; the resurrection of the 
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dead ; the judging of the world ; 
the giorificciion of the right- 
eous ; the eternal punishment 
of the wicked ; all which works, 
in one part of scripture, are as- 
cribed to God ; and all which, 
in another part of scripture, are 
ascribed to Jesus Christ. Now, 
if Jesus Christ be not God, into 
what contradictions these wri- 
ters must fall! They contra- 
dict one another; they contra- 
dictthemselves. Either Jesus 
Christis God, cr their conduct 
is unaccountable.—5. Consider 
that divine worshif which the 
scrifitures claim for Jesus Christ. 
It isa command of God, “* Thou 
shalt worship the Lord thy God, 
and him only shalt thou serve,” 
Matt. iv, 20. Yet the scrip- 
tures command “ all the angels 
of God to worship Christ,” Heb. 
i, 6. Twenty times, in the New 
Testament, grace, mercy, and 
peace, are implored of Christ, 
together with the Father. Bap- 
tism isan act of worship per- 
formed in his name, Matt. 
XXVill, 19. Swearing is an act 
of worship ; a solemn appeal in 
important cases to the omnis- 
cient God; and this appeal is 
made to Christ, Rom. ix, 1. 
The committing of the soul to 
God at death is a sacred act of 
worship: in the performance of 
this act, Stephen died, saying, 
Lord Jesus, receive my spirit, 
Acts vii, 59. The whole host 
of heaven worship him that sit- 
teth upon the throne, and the 
lamb, for ever and ever, Rev. v, 
13, 14.——6. Observe the afifili- 
cation of Old Testament frassa- 
ges which belong to Jehovah, to 
Jesus in the New Testament, and 
try whether you can acquit the 
writers of the New Testament of 
misrepfresentation, on suppfositic: 
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that Jesusis not God. St. Paul 
says, “ We shall «ll stand be- 
fore the judgment seatofChrist.” 
That we shall all be judged, 
we allow ; but how do you prove 
that Christ shall be our Judge ? 
Because, adds the apostle, it is 
written, * As IL live saith the 
the Lord, every knee shall bow 
to me, and every tongue shall 
confess to God,” Rom. xiv; 
310, 11, with Is. xlv, 20. &c. 
What sort of reasoning is this ? 
How does this apply to Christ, if 
Christ be not God ? And how 
dare a man quote one of the 
most guarded passages in the 
Old Testament for such a pur- 
pose? John the Baptist is he 
who was spoken of by the proph- 
et ksaias, saying, prepare ye 
the way, Matt. iii, 1,5. Isaiah 
saith, Prepare ye the way of 
THE LORD; make straight a 
highway for our Gop, Is. xl, 
3, &c. But what has John the 
Baptist to do with all this des- 
cription if Jesus Christ be only 
a messenger of Jehovah, and 
not Jehoveh himself? for Isai- 
ah saith,’ re ye the way of 
Jehovah. Co. pare also Zech. 
xii, 10, with John xtx, 34, 37. 
Is. vi, with John xii, 39. Is. viii, 
13, 14, with Ist Pet. ii, 8. —All- 
low Jesus Christ to be God, and 
all these applications are prop- 
er. If we deny it, the New 
Testament, we must own, is 
one of the most unaccountable 
compositions in the world, cal- 
culated to make easy things hard 
to be understood.—7. Examine 
whether events have justified 
that notion of christianity which 
the frrofihets gave their country- 
men of it,if Jesus Christ be not 
God. The calling of the Gen- 
tiles from the worship of idols 
to the worship of the one living 
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and true God, is one event, 
which, the prophets said, the 
coming of the Messiah should 
bring to pass. If Jesus Christ 
be God, the event answers the 
prophecy ; if not, the event is 
not come to pass, for Christians 
in general worship Jesus, which 
is idolatry, if he be not God, ii, 
lili, and iv, of Isaiah. Zeph. ii, 
11, Zech. xiv, 9. The primi- 
tive Christians certainly wor- 
shipped Him as God. Pliny, 
who was appointed governor of 
the province of Bythynia by the 
emperor Trajan, in the year 
103, examined and punished 
several Christians for their non- 
conformity to the established re- 
ligion ofthe empire. In a let- 
terto the emperor, giving an 
account of his conduct, he de- 
clares, “ they affirmed the 
whole of their guilt, or their er- 
ror, was, that they met on a cer- 
tain stated day, before it was 
light, and addressed themselves 
in a form of prayer to Christ as 
to some God.” Thus Pliny 
meant to inform the emperor 
that Christians worshipped 
Christ. Justin Martyr, who liv- 
ed about 150 years after Christ, 
asserts, that the Christians wor- 
shipped the Father, the Son, 
and the Spirit. Besides his tes- 
timony, there are numberless 
passages in the fathers that at- 
test the truth in question ; espe- 
cially in Tertullian, Hypolitus, 
Felix, &c. Mahomet, who lived 
in the sixth century, considers 
Christians in the light of infi- 
dels and idolaters throughout 
the Koran; and, indeed, had not 
Christians worshipped Christ, 
he could have had no shadow of 
a pretence to reform their reli- 
gion, and to bring them back to 
the worship of one God. That 
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the far greater part of Christians 
have continued to worship Je- 
sus, will not be doubted ; now 
if Christ be not God, then the 
Christians have been guilty of 
idolatry ; and ifthey have been 
guilty of idolatry, then it must 
appear remarkable that the a- 
postles, who foretold the cor- 
ruptions of christianity, 2d Tim. 
iii, should never have foreseen 
or warned us against worship- 
ping Christ. In no part of the 
scripture is there the least inti- 
mation of Christians falling in- 
to idolatry in this respect, Sure- 
ly if this had been an error which 
was so universally to prevail, 
those scriptures which are able 
to make us wise unto salvation 
would have left us warning on 
so important a topic. Lastly, 
consider what numberless firassa- 
ges of scripture have no sense, 
or a very absurd one, if Jesus 
Christ be a mere man. See 
Rom. i, 3. Ist ‘Tim. iii, 16. John 
xiv, 9. John xvii, 5. Phil. ii, 6. 
Ps.cx. 1, 4. Ist Tim. i, 2. Acts 
xxii, 12. and Acts ix, 17. 

But though Jesus Christ be 
God, yet for our sakes, and for 
our salvation, he took upon him 
human nature ; this is therefore 
called his Aumanity. Marcion, 
Appelles, Valentinus, and many 
other heretics, denied Christ’s 
humanity, as some have done 
since. But that Christ had a 
true human body, and not a 
mere human shape, or a body 
that was not real flesh, is very 
evident from the sacred scrip- 
tures, Is. vii, 12. Luke xxiv, 39. 
Heb. ii, 14. Luke i, 42. Phil. ii, 
7,8. John i, 14. Besides, he ate, 
drank, slept, walked, worked, 
and was weary. He groaned, 
bled, and died upon the cross. 
Tt was necessary that he should 
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thus be human, in order to ful- 
fil the Divine designs and pro- 
phecies respecting the shedding 
of his blood for our salvation, 
which could not have been done, 
had he not possessed a real body. 
It is also as evident that he as- 
sumed our whole nature, soul as 
well as body. If he had not, he 
could not have been capable of 
that sore amazement and sor- 
row unto death, and all those 
other acts of grieving, feeling, 
rejoicing, &c., ascribed to him. 
It was not, however, our sinful 
nature he assumed, but the like- 
ness of it, Rom. viii, 2. for he 
was without sin, and did no ini- 
quity. His human nature must 
not be confounded with his di- 
vine ; for though there be an 
union of natures in Christ, yet 
there is not a mixture or confu- 
sion of them or their properties. 
His humanity is not changed 
into his deity, nor his deity into 
humanity ; but the two natures 
are distinct in one person. How 
this union exists is above our 
comprehension ; and, indeed, if 
we cannot explain how our own 
bodies and souls are united, it 
is not to be supposed we can ex- 
plain this zstonishing mystery of 
God manifest in the flesh. 

We now proceed to the cha- 
racter of Jesus Christ, which, 
while it affords us the most plea- 
sing subject for meditation, ex- 
hibits to us an example of the 
most perfect and delightful kind. 

“ Here,” as an elegant writer 
observes, “‘ every grace that can 
recommend religion, and every 
virtue that can adorn humanity, 
are so blended, as to excite our 
admiration, and engage our love. 
In abstaining from  licentious 
peasures, he was equally free 
from ostentatious singularity and 
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churlish sullenness. When he 
complied with the established 
ceremonies of his countrymen, 
that compliance was not accom- 
panied by any marks of bigotry 
or superstition: when he op- 
posed their rooted preposses- 
sions, his opposition was perfect- 
ly exempt from the captious pe- 
tulance of a controversialist, and 
the undistinguishing zeal of an 
innovator. His courage was ac- 
tive in encountering the dangers 
to which he was exposed, and 
passive under the aggravated 
calamities which the malice of 
his foes heaped upon him : his 
fortitude was remote trom every 
appearance of rashness, and his 
patience was equally exempt 
from abject pusillanimity : he 
was firm without obstinacy, and 
humble without meanness.-— 
Though possessed of the most 
unbounded power, we behold 
him living continually in a state 
of voluntary humiliation and po- 
verty ; we see him daily exposed 
to almost every species of want 
and distress ; afflicted without a 
comforter, persecuted without a 
protector ; and wandering about, 
according to his own pathetic 
complaint, because he had not 
where to lay his head. Though 
regardless of the pleasures and 
sometimes destitute of the com- 
forts of life, he never provokes 
our disgust by the sourness of 
the misanthrope, or our con- 
tempt by the inactivity of the 
recluse. His attention to the 
welfare of mankind was eviden- 
ced not only by his salutary in- 
junctions, but by his readiness 
to embrace every opportunity of 
relieving their distress, and ad- 
ministering to their wants. In 
every period and circumstance 
of his life, we behold dignity and 
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elevation blended with love and 
pity ; something, which, though 
it awakens our admiration, yet 
attracts our confidence. We 
see power; but it is a power 
which is rather our security 
than our dread ; a power soften- 
ed with tenderness, and soothin 

while it awes. With all the gen- 
tleness of a meck and lowly 
mind, we behold an heroic firm- 
ness, which no terrors could 
shake, and no opposition could 
restrain. In the private scenes 
of life, and in the public occu- 
pations of his ministry ; wheth- 
er the object of admiration or 
ridicule, of love, or of persecu- 
tion ; whether welcomed with 
hosannas, or insulted with ana- 
themas, we still see him pursu- 
ing with unwearied constancy 
the same end, and preserving the 
same integrity of life and man- 
ners.” 

“ He sets an example,” says 
bishop Newcome, “ of the most 
perfect piety to God, and of the 
most extensive benevolence and 
the most tender compassion to 
men. [Ele does not merely ex- 
hibit a life of strict justice, but 
of overflowing benignity. His 
temperance has not the dark 
shades of austerity ; his meek- 
ness does not degenerate into 
apathy ; his humility is signal, 
amidst a splendour of qualities 
more than human ; his fortitude 
is eminent and exemplary in en- 
during the most formidable ex- 
ternal evils, and the sharpest 
actual sufferings. His patience 
is invincible ; his resignation 
entire and absolute. Truth and 
sincerity shine throughout his 
whole conduct. Though of hea- 
venly descent, he shews obedi- 
ence and affection to his earthly 
parents ;—-he approves, loves, 
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and attaches himself to amiable 
qualities in the human race ; he 
respects authority, religious and 
civil ; and he evidences regard 
for his country, by promoting 
its most essential good ina pain- 
ful ministry dedicated to its ser- 
vice, by deploring its calamities, 
and by laying down his life for 
its benefit. Every one of his 
eminent virtues is regulated by 
consummate prudence ; and he 
both wins the love of his friends, 
and extorts the approbation and 
wonder of his enemies. Never 
was a character at the same time 
so commanding and natural, so 
resplendent and pleasing, so a- 
miable and venerable. ‘There is 
a peculiar contrast in it between 
an awlul greatness, dignity, and 
majesty, and the most concilia- 
ting loveliness, tenderness, and 
softness. He now converses 
with prophets, law-givers, and 
angels ; and the next instant he 
meekly endures the dullness of 
his disciples, and the blasphe- 
mies and rage of the multitude. 
He now calls himself greater 
than Solomon; one who can 
command legions of angels ; the 
giver of life to whomsoever he 
pleaseth ; the Son of God, who 
shall sit on his glorious throne 
tojudge the world. At other 
times we find him embracing 
young children ; not lifting up 
his voice in the streets, not 
breaking the bruised reed, nor 
quenching the smoaking flax ; 
calling his disciples not servants, 
but friends and brethren, and 
comforting them with an exu- 
berant and parental affection.— 
Let us pause an instant, and fill 
our minds with the idea of one 
who knew all things, heavenly 
and earthly ; searched and laid 
open the inmost recesses of the 
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heart ; rectified every prejudice, 
and removed every mistake of 
a moral and religious kind ; by 
a word exercised a sovereignty 
over all nature, penetrated the 
hidden events of futurity, gave 
promises of admission into ahap- 
py immortality, had the keys of 
life and death, claimed an union 
with the Father ; and yet was 
pious, mild, gentle, humble, af- 
fable, social, benevolent, friendly, 
and affectionate. Such a cha- 
racter is fairer than the morning 
star. Each separate virtue is 
made stronger by opposition and 
contrast ; and the union of so 
many virtues forms a brightness 
which fitly represents the glory 
of that God ‘ who inhabiteth 
light inaccessible.’ ” 
| Buck’s Theol. Dict. 
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[In the former Numbers of this Ma- 
gazine we have given an account 
of the Constitution of the Presby- 
terian Church of North America. 
There is, however, in this country 
a respectable portion of the Pres- 
byterian Church, who are called 
Seceders. This division origina- 
ted from a separation in the ori- 
ginal Presbyterian Church in Scot- 
land. Although the causes from 
which this separation arose, have 
little or no influence on the state 
of the Churches in this country, 
it still continues here. Itis easier 
to divide than to unite; and fre-” 
quently small circumstances of 
later origin will perpetuate a di- 
vision, which in the beginning 
arose from important considera- 
tions. The following Extract 
is inserted to give some informa- 
tion in a matter, with which 
Christians in New-England are 
little acquainted. EpitTor.] 
















































ECEDERS, a numerous bo- 

dy of Presbyterians in Scot- 

land, who have withdrawn from 

the communion of the establish- 
ed church. 

In 1732, more than forty min- 


isters presented an address to 


the generalassembly, specifying, 
in a variety of instances, what 
they considered to be great de- 
fections from the established 
constitution of the church, and 
craving aredress of these griev- 
ances. A petition to the same 
effect, subscribed by several hun- 
dreds of elders and private Chris- 
tians, was offered at the same 
time ; but the assembly refused 
a hearing to both, and enacted, 
that the election of ministers to 
vacant charges, where an ac- 
cepted presentation did not take 
place, should be competent on- 
ly toa conjunct meeting of el- 
ders and heritors, being Protes- 
tants. To this act many objec- 


tions were made by numbers of 


ministers and private Christians. 
They asserted, that more than 
thirty to one in every parish 
were not possessed of landed 
property, and were, on that ac- 
count, deprived of what they 
deemed their natural right to 
choose their own pastors. It 
was also said, that this act was 
extremely prejudicial to the ho- 
Nor and interest of the church, 
as well as tothe edification of 
the people ; and, in fine, that it 
was directly contrary to the ap- 
pointment of Jesus Christ, and 
the practice of the apostles, 
when they filled up the first va- 
cancy in the apostolic college, 
and appointed the election of 
deacons and elders in the primi- 
tive church. Many of those al- 
so who were thought to be the 
best friends of the church ex- 
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pressed their fears that this act 
would have a tendency to over. 
turn the ecclesiastical constity. 
tion which was established at 
the revolution. 

Mr. Ebenezer Erskine, min. 
ister at Stirling, distinguished 
himself by a bold and determin- 
ed opposition to the measures of 
the assembly in 1732. Being at 
that time moderator of the sy- 
nod of Perth and Stirling, he 
opened the meeting at Perth 
with a sermon from Psa. cxviii, 
22. * The stone which the buil- 
ders rejected, is become the 
head stone of the corner.” In 
the course of his sermon, he re- 
monstrated with no small de- 
gree of freedom against the act 
of the preceding assembly, with 
regard to the settlement of min- 
isters ; and alleged that it was 
contrary tothe word of God and 
the established constitution of 
the church. <A formal com- 
plaint was lodged against him, 
for uttering several offensive ex- 
pressions in his sermon before 
the synod. Many of the mem- 
bers declared that they heard 
him utter nothing but sound and 
seasonable doctrine ; «but his ac- 
cusers, insisting on their com- 
plaint, obtained an appointment 
of acommittee of synod to col- 
lect what were called the offen- 
sive expressions, and to lay 
them before the next diet in 
writing. This was done accor- 
dingly ; and Mr. Erskine gave 
in his answers to every article 
of the complaint. After three 
days warm reasoning on this af- 
fair, the synod, by a majority of 
six, found him censurable ; a- 
gainst which sentence he pro- 
tested, and appealed to the next 
general assembly. _ When the 
assembly met in May 1735, it 
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affirmed the sentence of the sy- 
nod, and appointed Mr. Erskine 
to be rebuked and admonished 
from the chair. Upon which 
he protested, that, as the assem- 
bly had found him censurable, 
and had rebuked him for doing 
what he conceived to be agreea- 
ble to the word of God and the 
standards of the church, he 
should be at liberty to preach 
the same truths, and to testify 
against the same or similar evils, 
on every proper occasion. ‘To 
this protest Messrs. William 
Wilson, minister at Perth, A- 
Jexander Moncrief, minister at 
Abernethy, and James Fisher, 
minister at Kinclaven, gave ina 
written adherence, under ‘the 
form of instrument ; and these 
four withdrew, intending to re- 
turn to their respective charges, 
and act agfeeably to their pro- 
test whenever they should have 
an opportunity. Had the affair 
rested here, there never would 
have been a secession ; but the 
assembly, resolving to carry on 
the process, cited them, by their 
officer, to compeer next day. 
‘Fhey_ obeyed the citation ; and 
acommittee was appointed to 
retire with them, in order to 
persuade them to withdraw their 
protest. The committee hav- 
ing reported that they still ad- 
hered to their protest, the as- 
sembly ordered them to appear 
before the commission in Au- 
gust following, and retract their 
protest ; and, if they should not 
comply and testify their sorrow 
for their conduct, the commis- 
sion was empowered to suspend 
them from the exercise of their 
ministry, with certification that, 
if thev should act contrary to 
the said sentence, the cemmis- 
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sion should proceed to an higher 
censure. 

The commission met in Au- 
gust accordingly ; and the four 
ministers, still adhering to their 
protest, were suspended from 
the exercise of their office, and ae! 
cited to the next meeting of the i 
commission in November fol- er 
lowing. From this sentence se- 
veral ministers and elders, mem- 
bers of the commission, dis- 
sented. The commission met 
in November, and the suspend- 
ed ministers compeered. Ad- 
dresses, representations, and let- 
ters, from several synods and 
presbyteries, relative to the bu- 
siness now before the commis- 
sion, were received and read. 
The synods of Dumfries, Mur- 
ray, Ross, Angus and Mearns, 
Perth and Stirling, craved that 
the commission would delay pro- | 
ceeding to an higher censure. | 
The synods of Galloway and Gia; 
Fife, as also the presbytery of | ye 
Dornoch, addressed the com- 
mission for lenity, tenderness, 
and forbearance, towards the 
suspended ministers ; and the 
presbytery of Aberdeen repre- 
sented, that, in their judgment, 
the sentence of suspension in- 
fiicted on the foresaid ministers 
was too high, and that it was a 
stretch of ecclesiastical authori- 
ty. Many members of the com- 
mission reasoned in the same 
manner, and alleged, that the 
act and sentence of last assem- 
bly did not oblige them to pro- 
ceed to an higher censure at 
this meeting of the commission. 
The question, however, was put, 
—Proceed to an higher censure 
or not? and the votes being 
numbered, were found equal on 
both sides: upon which Mr. 
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| to an higher censure ; which 
stands in their minutes in these 
words :— The commission did 
and hereby «do loose the relation 
of Mr. Ebenezer Erskine, minis- 
| ter at Stirling, Mr. William 
i] Wilson, minister at Perth, Mr. 
| Alexander Moncrief, minister at 
| Abernethy, and Mr. James Fish- 
er, minister at Kinclaven, to their 
respective charges, and declare 
them no longer ministers of this 
church ; and do hereby prohi- 
bit all ministers of this church 
to employ them, or any of them, 
in any ministerial function. And 
the commission do declare the 
churches of the said ministers 
vacant from and after the date 
of this sentence.” 

This sentence being intimated 
to them, they protested that 
their ministerial office and rela- 
tion to their respective charges 
should be held as valid as # no 
such sentence had passed ; and 
that they were now obliged to 
make a secession from the pre- 
vailing party in the ecclesiasti- 
cal courts ; and that it shall be 
lawful and warrantable for them 
to preach the Gospel, and dis- 
charge every branch of the pas- 
toral office, according to the 
word of God, and the establish- 
ed principles of the church of 
Scotland. Mr. Ralph Erskine, 
minister at Dunfermline, Mr. 
‘Thomas Mair, minister at Or- 
wal, Mr. John M‘Laren, minis- 
ter at Edinburgh, Mr. John Cur- 
rie, minister at Kinglassie, Mr. 
James Wardlaw, minister at 
Dunfermline, and Mr. ‘Thomas 
Nairn, minister at Abbotshal, 
protested against the sentence of 
the commission, and that it 
should be lawful for them to 
complain of it to any subsequent 
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general assembly of the church. 

The secession properly com- 
menced at this date. And ac- 
cordingly the ejected ministers 
declared in their protest, that 
they were laid under the disa- 
greeable necessity of seceding, 
not from the principles and con- 
stitution of the church of Scot- 
land, to which, they said, they 
steadfastly adhered, but from 
the present church-courts, which 
had thrown them out from mi- 
nisterilal communion. The as- 
sembly, however, which met in 
May 1754, did so far modify the 
above sentence, that they em- 
powered the synod of Perth and 
Stirling to receive the ejected 
ministers into the communion of 
the church, and restore them to 
their respective charges ; but 
with this express direction, 
“ that the said synod should not 
take upon them to judge of the 
legality or formality of the form- 
er procedure of the church ju- 
dicatories in relation to this af- 
fair, or either approve or cen- 
sure the same.” As this ap- 
pointment neither condemned 
the act of the preceding assem- 
bly, nor the conduct of the com- 
mission, the seceding ministers 
considered it to be rather an 
act of grace than of justice ; and 
therefore, they said, they could 
not return to the church-courts 
upon this ground ; and they pub- 
lished to the world the reasons of 
their refusal, and the terms up- 
on which they were willing to 
return to the communion of the 
established church, They now 
erected themselves into an ec- 
clesiastical court, which they 
called the Associated Presbytery, 
and preached occasionally to 
numbers of the people who 
joined them in different parts of 
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the country. They also pub- 
lished what they called an 4cé, 
Declaration, and Testimony,tothe 
doctrine, worship, government, 
and discipline, of the church of 
Scotland ; and against several 
instances, as they said, of de- 
fection from these, both in for- 
mer and in the present times. 
Some time after this, several 
ministers of the established 
church joined them, and the 
Associated Presbytery now con- 
sisted of eight ministers. But 
the general assembly which met 
in 1738, finding that the number 
of Seceders was much increased, 
ordered the eight ministers to 
be served with a libel, and to be 
cited to the next meeting of the 
assembly, in 1739. They now 
appeared at the bar as a constitu- 
ted presbytery, and, having for- 
mally declined the assembly’s 
authority, they in: mediately with- 
drew. The assembly which 
met next year deposed them 
from the office of the ministry ; 
which, however, they continued 
to exercise in their respective 
congregations, who still adhered 
to them, and erected meeting- 
houses, where they preached till 
their death. Mr. James Fisher, 
the last survivor of them, was 
by an unanimous call, in 1741, 
translated from Kinclaven to 
Glasgow, where he continued in 
the exercise of his ministry a- 
mong a numerous congregation, 
respected by all ranks in that 
large city, and died in 1775, 
much regretted by his people 
and friends. In 1745, the se- 
ceding ministers were become 
sO numerous, that they were 
erected into three different pres- 
byteries, under one synod, when 
a very unprofitable dispute di- 
vided them into two parties. 
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The burgess oath, in some of 
the royal boroughs of Scotland, 
contains the following clause : 
“I profess and allow with my 
heart the true religion presently 
professed within this realm, and 
authorised by the laws thereof. 
I will abide at and defend the 
same to my life’s end, renoun- 
cing the Romish religion called 
Papistry.” Messrs. Ebenezer 
and Ralph Erskine, James Fish- 
er, and others, affirmed that this 
clause was no way contrary to 
the principles upon which the 
secession was formed, and that 
therefore every Seceder might 
lawfully swear it. Messrs. A- 
lexander Moncrief, Thomas 
Mair, Adam Gib, and others, 
contended, on the other hand, 
that the swearing of the above 
clause was a virtual renunciation 
of their testimony ; and this con- 
troversy was so keenly agitated, 
that they split into two different 
parties, and now meet in differ- 
ent synods. Those of them who 
assert the lawfulness of swear- 
ing the burgess oath are called 
Burghers ; and the other party, 
who condemn it, are called Axti- 
burgher Seceders. Each party 
claiming to itself the lawful con- 
stitution of the Associate Synod, 
the Antiburghers, after several 
previous steps, excommunicated 
the Burghers, on the ground of 
their sin, and of their contuma- 
cy in it, This rupture took 
place in 1747, since which peri- 
od no attempts fo effect a re- 
union have been successful.— 
They remain under the juris- 
diction of different synods, and 
hold separate communion, al- 
though much of their former 
hostility has been laid aside — 
The Antiburghers consider the 
Burghers as too lax, and not 
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sufficiently steadfast to their tes- 
timony. The Burghers, on the 
other hand, contend that the 
Antiburghers are too rigid, in 
that they have introduced new 
terms of communion into the 
society. 

What follows in this article is 
a farther account of those who 
are commonly called the Burgh- 
er Seceders. As there were a- 
mong them, from the com- 
mencement of their secession, 
several students who had been 
educated at one or other of the 
universities, they appointed one 
of their ministers to give lec- 
tures in theology, and train up 
candidates for the ministry. 

Where a congregation is ve- 
ry numerous, as ,at Stirling, 
Duntermline, and Perth, it is 
formed into a collegiate charge, 
and provided with two ministers. 
They are erected into six dif- 
ferent presbyteries, united in one 
general synod, which commonly 
eets at Edinburgh in May and 
September, They have also a 
synod in Ireland, composed of 
three or four different presbyte- 
ries. They are legally tolerated 
in Ireland ; and government, 
some years ago, granted 500/. 
fer annum, and of late an addi- 
tional 500/.; which, when di- 
vided among them, affords to 
each minister about 20/. over 
and above the stipend which he 
receives from his hearers.— 
These have, besides, a presby- 
tery in Nova Scotia ; and, some 
years ago, it is said, that the 
Burgher and Antiburgher min- 
isters residing in the United 
States formed a coalition, and 
joined in a general synod, which 
they call the Synod of New-York 
and Pennsylvania. ‘They all 
preach the doctrines contained 
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in the Westminster Confession 
of Faith and Catechisms, as they 
believe these to be founded on 
the sacred scriptures. They 
catechize their hearers publicly, 
and visit them from house to 
house once every year. They 
will not give the Lord’s supper 
to those who are ignorant of the 
principles of the Gospel, nor to 
such as are scandalous and im- 
moral in their lives. They con- 
defn private baptism ; nor will 
they admit those who are gross- 
ly ignorant and profane to be 
sponsors for their children. Be- 
lieving that the people havea 
natural right to choose their own 
pastors, the settlement of their 
ministers always proceeds upon 
a popular election ; and the can- 
didate, who is elected by the 
majority, is ordained among 
them. Convinced that the charge 
of souls is a trust of the greatest 
importance, they carefully watch 
over the morals of their stu- 
dents, and direct them to such 
a course of reading and study as 
they judge most proper to qual- 
ify them for the profitable dis- 
charge of the pastoral duties.— 
At the ordinination of their min- 
isters they use a formu/a of the 
same kind with that of the es- 
tablished church, which their 
ministers are bound to subscribe 
when called to it ; and if any of 
them teach doctrines contrary 
to the scriptures, or the West- 
minster Confession of Faith, 
they are sure of being thrown 
out of théir communion. By 
this means, uniformity of senti- 
ment is preserved among them; 
nor has any of their ministers, 
excepting one, been prosecuted 
for error in doctrine since the 
commencement of their seces- 
sion. 
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They believe that the holy | 


scriptures are the sole criterion 
of truth, and the only rule to di- 
rect mankind to glorify and en- 
joy God, the chief and eternal 
good ; and that * the Supreme 
Judge, by which all controver- 
sies of religion are to be deter- 
mined, and all the decrees of 
councils, opinions of ancient 
writers, doctrines of men and 
private spirits, are to be exa- 
mined, and in whose sentence 
we are to rest, can be no other 
but the Holy Spirit speaking in 
the scriptures.” They are ful- 
ly persuaded, however, that the 
standards of public authority in 
the church of Scotland exhibit 
a just and consistent view of 
the meaning and design of the 
holy scriptures with regard to 
coctrine, worship, government, 
and discipline ; and they so far 
differ from the Dissenters in 
England, in that they hold these 
standards to be not only articles 
of peace and atest of orthodoxy, 
but as a bond of union and fel- 
lowship. They consider a sim- 
pie declaration of adherence to 
the scriptures as too equivocal a 
proof of unity in sentiment, be- 
cause Arians, Sociniansy and 
Arminians, make such a con- 
fession of their faith, while they 
retain sentiments which they 
(the Seceders) apprehend are 
subversive of the great doctrines 
of the Gospel, ‘They believe 
that Jesus Christ is the only 
King and Head of the church, 
which is his body ; that it is his 
sole prerogative to enact laws 
for the government of his king- 
dom, which is not of this world; 
and that the church is not pos- 
sessed of a legislative, but only 
of an executive power, to be ex- 
ercised in explaining and apply- 
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ing to their proper objects and 
ends those laws which Christ 
hath published in the scriptures. 
Those doctrines which they 
teach relative to faith and prac- 
tice are exhibited at great 
length in an Explanation of the 
Westminster Assembly’s Shor- 
ter Catechism, by way of ques- 
tion and answer, in two volumes, 
composed chiefly by Mr. James 
Fisher, late of Glasgow, and 
published by desire of their 
synod. 

For these fifty years past, the 
grounds of their secession, they . 
allege, have been greatly en- 
larged by the public administra- 
tions of the established church, 
and particularly by the uniform 
execution of the law respecting 
patronage, which, they say, has | 
obliged many thousands of pri- 
vate Christians to withdraw 
from the parish churches, and Bes 
join their society. hich iy 

In most of their congrega- | | 
tions they celebrate the Lord’s 
supper twice in the year; and 
they catechize their young peo- 
ple concerning their knowledge 
of the principles of religion Bhi 
previously to their admission to 
that sacrament.—When any of 
them fall into the sin of fornica- 
tion or adultery, the scandal is 
regularly purged according to 
the form of process in the es- 
tablished church ; and those of 
the delinquents who do not sub- 
mit to adequate censure are 
publicly declared to be fugitives 
from discipline, and are expel- 
led the society. They never 
accept a sum of money as a 
commutation for the offence. 
They condemn all clandestine 
and irregular marriages ; nor | 
will they mar ry apy persons 
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ed in the parish church on two 
different Lord’s days at least. 
The constitution of the Anti- 
burgher church differs very lit- 
tle from that of the Burghers. 
The supreme court among 
them is designed Zhe General 
Associate Synod, having under 
its jurisdiction three provincial 
synods in Scotland, and one in 
Ireland. They, as well as the 
Burgher Seceders, have a pro- 
fessor of theology, whose lec- 
tures every candidate for the 
office of a preacher is obliged to 
attend. {[ Buck’s Theol. Dict. 


— SS 
On Salvation by Grace. 


HERE is a strong propen- 

sity in mankind to be sa- 
ved by their own works, rather 
than by free grace. This led 
the Jews to pervert the Mosa- 
ic dispensation, and, instead of 
considering it a school master 
to bring them unto Christ, to 
employ it in direct opposition to 
the way of salvation proposed in 
the gospel. To expose this fa- 
tal error, seems tobe the main 
design of the apostle in writing 
his epistle to the saints at Rome, 
in which he draws a contrast 
between the law of works and 
the law of faith, or between the 
way of salvation by works, andthe 
way of salvation by grace. In 
this Epistle, he represents these 
two ways of salvation as not on- 
ly differing from, but as entire- 
ly opposite to each other. He 
says, ‘ If salvation be by grace, 
then it is no more of works, 
otherwise grace is no more 
grace. But if salvation be of 
works, then it is no more of 
grace; otherwise work is no 
more work.” He means to as- 
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sert this plain and important 
truth; That if men were justi- 
fied by works, there would be no 
grace in their salvation. To jj. 
lustrate this, we shall, 

I. Show what it is to be justi- 
fied by works. And, 

11. Show what it is to be jus. 
tified by grace. And, 

Iif. Show that justification 
by works, is totally inconsistent 
with justification by grace. 

1. Letus consider what it js 
to be justified by works. 

God has actually justified 
some of his intelligent and ac- 
countable creatures by works.— 
He placed the angels of hea- 
ven in a state of probation, and 
at the end of their trial, justi- 
fied some, and condemned oth- 
ers. The elect angels, who 
continued steadfast in obedi- 
ence, he justified and confirm- 
ed in a state of holiness ; but 
the non-elect angels, who kept 
not their first estate, but rose 
up in rebellion against his wise 
and holy government, he con- 
demned and confined in chains 
of darkness to the judgment 
of the great day. Here we 
have a plain instance of the jus- 
tification of accountable crea- 
tures by works. ‘The elect an- 
gels were under a law, and 
they obeyed the law they were 
under, which threatened eternal 
death for the first transgression. 
This is evident from the fate of 
those that fell; for they fell by 
their first offence. Those there- 
fore, who stood and were justifi- 
ed, were justified by their works, 
or perfect obedience to the law 
of love. This was treating them 
exactly according to their per- 
sonal character. They were 
innocent and worthy of God's 
approbation ; and he manifested 
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his approbation, by granting 
them eternal life. So that they 
were justified and saved from 
ruin, by their works, in the same 
sense, that the disobedient were 
condemned and destroyed by 
their works. Both classes were 
treated according to their per- 
sonal character. The good 
were rewarded, and the bad pun- 
ished according to their works. 
And God placed Adam, at first, 
in the same situation, in which 
he, at first, placed the heavenly 
hosts ; and he might, as well as 
they, have been saved by his 
works. For fhe apostle says, 
“ The law was ordained to give 
life.” Had Adam been per- 
fectly obedient until the end of 
his trial, he weuld have been 
justified and rewarded accor- 
ding to his works. God would 
have treated him according to 
his personal character, that is, 
as an innocent and amiable crea- 
ture. It is true, such acreature 
does not deserve eternal happi- 
ness according to commutative 
justice ; because, after all his 
obedience he is still an unprofit- 
able servant ; yet in point of 
congruity or propriety, he is as 
worthy to be rewarded as to be 
loved, by his Maker. Thus for 
men to be justified by works, is 
tobe treated according to their 
personal character. And this 
is the very idea which the Jews 
entertained of justification by 
the deeds of the law. They de- 
sired and expected to be treated 
according to their personal 
character, which they vainly 
supposed to be good. The 
Pharisce, who went up to the 
temple to pray, desired and ex- 
pected to be treated as a blame- 
less person. He viewed him- 


self as righteous, and the publi- 
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can as unrighteous. He thank- 
ed God that he was not like the 
poor guilty publican ; and ho- 
ped to be treated with more fa- 
vour and respect by the Deity. 
The young man had the same 
views and hopes concerning 
himself. He supposed he had 
kept ell the divine commands, 
and expected to be justified on 
account of his personal gbedi- 
ence. And even Paul himself 
built his first hopes of future 
happiness upon the same foun- 
dation. He said, he viewed 
himself blameless in respect to 
the law, and therefore he ex- 
pected to be justified and accept- 
edin the sight ef God by the 
deeds of the law. Justification 
by the law, or which is the same 
thing, justification by works, al- 
ways meant and was understood 
to mean, treating men according 
to their personal character.— 
And those, who maintain this 
doctrine at the present day, 
mean the same thing by it that 
the self-righteous Jews did.— 
They suppose God has re- 
gard to personal goodness in 


those, whom he justifies and 


saves. We proceed, 

II. To show what it is to be 
justified by grace. This is 
God’s treating a sinful creature 
better than he deserves, or gran- 
ting pardon to one who deserves 
to be punished. Grace is the 
exercise of goodness to the 
guilty. There is no grace in 
treating an innocent creature 
according to his personal char- 
acter ; but there is grace in 
treating a guilty creature better 
than he deserves. All men 
have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God. They all de- 
serve God’s wrath and curse, 
both in this life and in that which 
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istocome. They have broken 
that law which curses every one 
who continues not in obedience 
to all its requirements. They 
all deserve to die, and should 
God treat them according to 
their deserts, they must perish 
for ever. If then he pardons or 
justifies any of our guilty race, 
he must treat them directly con- 
trary to their personal charac- 
ter. He must entitle those to 
eternal life, who deserve eter- 
nal death ; which is treating 
them infinitely better than they 
deserve. The justifying of the 
ungodly is, in its own nature, an 
act of free, 
This Paul acknowledges in res- 
pect to himself. He says, * by 
the grace of God, Lam what I 
am.” He had been a blasphe- 
mer, and persecutor, and injuri- 
ous; such was his personal 
character, when grace found 
him, and formed him a vessel of 
mercy and heir of glory. Had 
he been treated according to his 
personal character, he would 
have been sent to hell, when 
he was struck to the ground.— 
His pardon, or justification,there- 
fore, was an act of grace, or a 


treatment directly contrary to | 


his personal character. . Now, 
that God’s justifying the ungod- 
ly isan act of mere grace, ap- 
pears two ways. For, 

In the first place, he pays no 
respect at ull to theirlove, repen- 
tance, faith, or any other. holy 
exercise ; but considers them 
merely as sinners, who deserve 
eternal destruction. Though 
he never justifies any sinners be- 
fore they exercise holy affections 
and become truly penitent and 
submissive ; yet he pays no re- 
gard to their penitence and sub- 
mission, which make no atone- 
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ment for their transgressions, 
They deserve to die as much af- 
ter they have repented as be- 
fore, and justice would be as 
fully displayed in dooming them 
to utter ruin. So that the act of 
justification can have no regard 
to any real goodness which they 
possess, but is as complete an 
exercise of grace towards them, 
as if they were in the highest 
exercise of enmity and opposi- 
tion at the moment of their par- 
don. Were they justified, 
while in a state of total depravi- 
ty and actual rebellion, every one 
must see, that their justification 
would be wholly ofgrace. But 
itis just asmuch of grace, when 
he justifies them. without the 
least regard to any good mo- 
tives, or affections in their 
hearts. Besides, 

In the second place, God not 
only disregards their personal 
holiness, but justifies them en- 
tirely out of respect to what an- 
other has done for them. He 
hasa sole respect to the atone- 
ment of Christ, or he forgives 
them for Christ’s sake, and not 
their own. If God justifies sin- 
ners on account of their imper- 
fect obedience, instead of per- 
fect, this would be as inconsist- 
ent with grace, as justifying 
them on account of perfect obe- 
dience ; for it would be treating 
them according to their person- 
al character. But when he par- 
dons them altogether on account 
of the gtonement of Christ, he 
sets aside their good works, and 
justifics them freely by his 
grace. 

It now remains to show, 

III. That justification by 
works is totally inconsistent wiih 
justification by grace. This is 
what many have been unable to 
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see. All who have held to jus- 
tification by works, have still 
maintained that justification is 
an act of free grace. The 
Pharisee did. He thanked God 
for his justification, though he 
supposed God accepted him al- 
together on account of his own 
goodness. The Arminians, who 
hold the doctrine of justifica- 
tion by works, still insist that 
justification is an act of free 
grace. And the Calvinists, who 
say that Christ by his death on 
the cross paid the debt, which 
sinners owed to divine justice, 
still insist upon it, that justifica- 
tion through his atonement is 
an act of free grace. The way, 
in which these persons endeav- 
our to reconcile justification by 
works with free grace is this : 
they allege that it was grace in 
God to give Christ to die for 
the sins of men; that it was 
grace in Christ to make his soul 
an offering for sin ; and that it 
is grace in God to accept the 
ransom of Christ in the room 
of sinners. But if Christ has 
actually satisfied divine justice 
in the room of sinners, it is no 
act of grace for God now to ac- 
cept them onaccount of Ais pfrer- 
Sect, or their imperfect right- 
eousness. So that justification 
by works is altogether incon- 
sistent with justification by 
grace. And this the apostle 
plainly affirms. He says, “ If 
it be of grace, it is no mere of 
works ; or if it be of works, it 
isno more of grace.” These 
two ways of justification cannot 
coalesce in the least degree ; 
but are totally distinct, and dia- 
metrically opposite. This will 
appear, in the first place, by 
comparing them together. We 
have seen what it is for God to 
Vou. ILI. No. 5. 





justify his creatures by works. 
[tis treating them according to 
their personal character. Thus 
he justifies the elect angels. 
They continued, through their 
probationary state, perfectly ho- 
lv and innocent; and on the 
sole ground of their sinless obe- 
dience he confirmed them in ho- 
liness and entitled them to eter- 
nal life. This was no act of 
grace, but an act of general jus- 
tice. And should God justify 
any of mankind, upon account 
of their imperfect obedience, it 
would beequally justifying them 
by the deeds of the law and not 
of grace. For, in justification 
by grace, God treats men direct- 
ly contrary to their personal 
character. He sets aside all 
their love, repentance and faith, 
and pardons them altogether on 
account of the atonement of 
Christ, which did not pay the 
debt which they owed to divine 
justice ; but only rendered it 
consistent with the divine char- 
acter to forgive the guilty and 
ill-deserving. Now, it.is easy 
to see, that no man can be jus- 
tified both by works and by 
grace. He cannot be justified 
according to his personal: char- 
acter, and at the same time have 
no regard paid toit. Or, in 
other words, he cannot be justi- 
fied by his works, while his 
works are wholly set aside, and 
he is justified on Christ’s ac- 
count alone. Suppose two per- 
sons are arraigned before a hu- 
man tribunal and both acquit- 
ted. The one because he is 
found innocent ; and the other, 
though found guilty, because of 
the intercession of a powerful 
friend. The first is acquitted 
or justified by his works, or 
treated according to his personal 
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character. The second is ac- 
quitted or justified by the influ- 
ence of another, or treated di- 
rectly contrary to his personal 
character. There is no grace 
in the justification of the first ; 
but the justification of the sec- 
ond is wholly of grace : as much 
soas if he had been acquitted 
without the interposition of his 
friend. Now it is impossible 
that the first person should be 
justified by grace, while he was 
justified by works. And it was 
no Jess impossible, that the se- 
cond should be justified by works, 
while he was justified by grace. 
Just so it is in the case of men’s 
justification before God. They 
are guilty and deserve to die. 
They have nothing to recom- 
mend them to the pardoning 
mercy of God. Accordingly he 
cannot justify them both by 
works and by grace. To justi- 
fy them by works would be to 
treat them as innocentcreatures ; 
and to justify them by grace is 
to treat them as guilty creatures. 
But it is utterly impossible to 
treat them, at one and the same 
time, and in one and the same act, 
both as innocent and guilty crea- 
tures. Hence the apostle’s con- 
clusion is correct and decisive ; 
that if God justifies sinners by 
grace, it is no more of works ; 
for if it were of works it could 
be no more of grace. As soon 
as justification by works or by 
grace are plainly stated and fair- 
ly compared, it clearly appears 
that they are diametrically op- 
posed to, and subversive of each 
other. And this will further 
appear, if we consider, 

In the second place, the dec- 
larations of scripture upon this 
subject. The apostle Paul es- 
pecially saysagreat deal to make 
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it appear that justification by 
works and by grace are totally 
repugnant to each other. To 
the saints at Rome he says— 
“ Being justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption 
that isin Christ Jesus. Where 
is boasting then ? Itis excluded. 
By what law ? of works ? Nay ; 
but by the law of faith.” Again 
he says— What shall we then 
say that Abraham our father as 
pertaining to the flesh hath 
found? For if Abraham were 
justified by works, he hath 
whereof to glory, but not before 
God. For what saith the scrip- 
ture? Abraham believed God, 
and it was counted to him for 
tighteousness. Now to him 
that worketh is the reward not 
reckoned of grace, but of debt.” 
That is, if a man be justified 
for what he has done, and treat- 
ed according to his personal 
goodness, it is an act of justice, 
and not of grace ; but if a person 
be justified by faith in another, 
and renounces all his own right- 
eousness, then his justification 
isan actofgrace. In the first 
case, a man has whereof to glo- 
ry, orto boast ; but not in the 
second case, where all ground 
of boasting is entirely removed. 
But the apostle goes on to illus- 
trate the contrariety between 
justification by works and by 
grace- Hesays, “ If they who 
are of the law be heirs, faith is 
made void, because the law work- 
eth wrath. For where there is 
no law, there is no transgres- 
sion. Therefore it is of faith, 
that it might be of grace.” The 
apostle here argues, that if men 
are justified by the deeds of the 
law, it would be inconsistent 
with faith, and if inconsistent 
with faith, it would be also in- 
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consistent with grace. To the 
churches of Galatia he says, 
«“ Knowing that a man is not 
justified by the works of the law, 
but by the faith of Jesus Christ, 
even we have believed in Jesus 
Christ that we might be justifi- 
ed by the faith of Christ, and not 
by the works of the law ; for by 
the works of the law shall no 
fiesh be justified. I do not frus- 
trate the grace of God; for if 
righteousness come by the law, 
then Christ is dead in vain.” 
Again he says in the same epis- 
tle—* For as many as are of the 
workof the law are under the 
curse. For itis written, cursed 
is every one that continueth not 
in all things, which are written 
in the book of the law to do 
them. But that no man is ius- 
tified by the Jaw in the sight of 
God, it is evident ; for the just 
shall live by faith. And the 
law is mot of faith; but, the 
man that doeth these things 
shall live in them.” Here jus- 
tification by the law and by the 
gospel are set in direct opposi- 
tion to each other. The apos- 
tle asserts that justification by 
faith is by grace, and stands en- 
tirely opposed to justification by 
works. Thus it appears, both 
from scripture and reason, that 
justification by works is wholly | 
Inconsistent with justification 
by grace. 

From what has been now 
said on this subject it may be 
remarked,— 

1. That it is easy to perceive | 
and distinguish a number of the 
essential doctrines of the gospel. 
Since the gospel is founded in 
grace, all those doctrines are es- 
sential to it, which grow out of 
grace. The doctrine of elec- 
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tion grows out of grace, and has 
no regard to personal character. 
It is therefore an essential doc- 
triue of the gospel. The doc- 
trine of justification by faith is 
a doctrine of grace, and there- 
fore it is essential. So is the doc- 
trine of regeneration. The doc- 
trine of the saints’ perseverance 
is also an essential doctrine. 
The doctrine of moral depravity 
is the foundation of grace, and 
therefore essential. If men de- 
ny either of these doctrines, and 
would be consistent, they must 
deny the whole gospel. 

2. If justification by the deeds 
of the law be inconsistent with 
justification by grace; then 
there is no grace in the law. It 
is often said that the law has 
grace in it and knows mercy. 
But if this were the case, then 
men might be justified by the 
deeds. of the law, and at the same 
time be justified by grace. This 
we have seenis absurd. indeed 
it is absurd that any law should 
have grace in it, because it 
would destroy itself. Suppose 
a law should be passed, threat- 
ening a murderer with death ; 
yet promising pardon upon re- 
pentance. Would not the prom- 
ise destroy the penalty and 
make void the law ? 

3. Ifsinners are saved from 
eternal destruction through 
grace, they do certainly deserve 
eternal destruction. There can 
be no grace in saving them from 
a punishment, which they do 
not deserve. Nor can any sin- 
ner comply with the gospel, 
and receive eternal life through 
grace in Jesus Christ, without 
approving the penalty of the law, 
which denounces eternal death 
against every transgressor. “ For 
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the wages ofsin is death ; but 

the gift of God is eternal life, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
DAN. 


— 3 
On the Security of Sinners. 


HE security of sinners,con- 
cerning the consequences 

of a vicious and unholy life, 
must appear surprising to those 
who consider the present con- 
sequences of transgression, and 
the rewards that will be appoint- 
ed. to all in another life. An 
insensibility of duty and danger 
is not confined to those who have 
been long habituated to the 
grossest indulgences of vice. It 
is seen in many, whose doctrinal 
knowledge is correct, whose 
education hath been regular, and 
who are free from the stain of 
infidelity. They profess, and 
perhaps do believe in the au- 
thenticity of the scriptures, also, 
that some kind and degree of 
religion is necessary for their 
eventual peace, yet pass through 
days and years without any anx- 
iety or self-examination wheth- 
er they are in the way of peace. 
That such persons are not in- 
capable of feeling, appears from 
the care and distress often dis- 
covered on worldly subjects — 
To obtain interest or honor they 
are sagacious, watchful in the 
choice of opportunities, anima- 
ted in their exerticns, and mor- 
tified by the want of success.— 
Place the world before them, 
they are all engaged ; place hea- 
ven in their view, and they doze 
in security —T his security is ha- 
bitual, for many pass through a 
whole life without apparent feel- 
ings on the subjects of religion, 
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unless, at certain moments, 
when the awful events of provi- 
dence may strike them dumb 
with amazement, for a short sea- 
son ; and it is surprising to be- 
hold, how soon they are able to 
cast away even these warnings, 
becoming more hardened than 
ever. 

If men have actually brought 
themselves to disbelieve a 
God and the eternity of their 
own existence, we may expect 
to see them trifling, it would be 
worthy of their character ; and 
trifling, in their apprehension, 
would be the only dignity and 
peace. But we can make no 
such excuse for persons indoc- 
trinated in religion ; no such 
cause can be assigned for their 
security. They are sinning a- 
gainst light, against their known 
interest, and against principles 
acknowledged, and by which 
they must be self-condemned. 

Further, this security is con- 
tinued while they know it will 
hereafter be regretted, and the 
faint resolutions they may make 
appear to have no effect, and are 
forgotten on the first appearance 
of a tempting object. Such ap- 
pearances as these have Iced 
some to say, that the unholy are 
partially deprived of the powers 
of reason, infatuated, or impel- 
led by some physical or natural 
power to continue ina state of 
secure transgression. But there 
is no need of recurring to such 
causes as these to account for 
all the crimes and security that 
have appeared in the world.— 
The moral state of the heart 
which is natural to men will 
produce all these strangeand fatal 
evils, and perhaps others much 
more strange, if a restraint from 
God did not interpose to pre- 
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serve the present order of socie- 
ty, and rescue the wicked from 
the dominion and punishment 
of sin. 

The following reasons are 
sufficient to account for all the 
security of mankind. I shall 
begin with that which is the 
source of all others. 

A want of love to Godand the 
truth——To the heart, asa foun- 
tain, the holy scriptures impute 
all the error, crimes and sinful 
security of men. Jesus Christ 
bears his testimony that out 
of the heart proceed all the 
things which defile and render 
men guilty. Also it was said 
of all men, both Jews and Gen- 
tiles, that as they did not like to 
retain God in their knowledge, 
they were given up to a repro- 
bate mind. The carnal mind is 
enmity against God: For it is 
not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be. These 
sacred descriptions of the hu- 
man heart sufficiently account 
for all their security while walk- 
ing on the brink of ruin, and 
ready to come before the Judge 
who must condemn them. Un- 
less impelled by some urgent 
power, men will not even think 
of an object which they dislike ; 
they will not think of a truth 
they dislike, unless it be with the 
fixed purpose of opposition.— 
So long as sinful men can re- 
tain a false idea of the character 
of God, formed according to 
their own taste, they may, with 
an unholy pleasure, both think 
and speak of him ; while they 
mistake error for truth, and sin 
for holiness, they may be zeal- 
ously engaged in their defence. 
Correct their false apprehensions 
by setting the real character of 
God and his truth before them, 
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they immediately endeavor to 
expel the object from their tho’ts. 
Nothing but the power of the 
Spirit can arrest their attention 
and fix their thoughts on what 
is disliked. A just sight of God 
renders them unhappy, and all 
men will endeavor to fly from 
present unhappiness..—-There- 
fore God is not in all their 
thoughts. 

Further, those who do not love 
God, see no beauty in him that 
he should be desired. All his 
moral nature, all his laws, his 
whole providence, his whole 
scheme of government with its 
righteous reward, as opposed to 
themselves, are undesirable sub- 
jects of meditation, therefore, 
forceably crowded from the 
mind.—When God is out of 
sight, men are secure in sin— 
Neither a sense of duty or dan- 
ger will of itself, and without an 
accompanying divine power, 
lead an unsanctified person one 
step towards real piety, or to 
think seriously on the import- 
ance of its obtainment. 

From this want of love to God, 
which we have stated as the ori- 
ginal cause of all sinful security, 
there will arise a dangerous in- 
attention to the whole system of 
moral and evangelical truth— 
All moral and evangelical truth 
hath she stamp of holiness im- 
pressed by God himself, the 
Lawgiver, Redeemer and Judge. 
For the same reasons that the 
sinful put God away from their 
knowledge, they withdraw their 
attention from the doctrines and 
precepts of religion. ‘Thus, 
their doctrinal knowledge is but 
faintly conceived ; their con- 
sciences become seared, and 
they desist from making personl 
lapplication to themselves of 
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those things, which it is of infi- 
nite importance to feel effica- 
ciously. 

Particularly it is disagreeable 
to reflect on the wages of sin.— 
The wages of sin is death ; death 
both of the body and mind, some 
kind of pain and trouble both in 
this and the world to come.— 
Nothing is a clearer proof, that 
the mind, when left to itself, 
will put away painful subjects of 
meditation, and court such as 
are pleasing to the heart, which 
may be found in the idle ima- 
ginations, with which the mind 
is often incessantly filled. How 
many strange imaginations, fan- 
ciful hopes, and false expecta- 
tions concerning the things of 
this world, are found in the hu- 
man mind! The things which 
are agreeable are sought, and 
the very imagination of them 
pleasing to the weak and depra- 
ved heart.—From this inclina- 
tion to think of things which 
are agreeable, the hours are pas- 
sed away in visions of fancy, 
which ought to be filled with a 
real sense of truth and duty.— 
The former are sought from 
their being agreeable to a sinful 
taste, the latter rejected because 
disquicting to the conscience. 

Numerous sensible objects, 
pleasures and interests with 
which we are surrounded, that 
are agreeable to the depraved 
heart, prove a cause of increa- 
sing and continuing sinful secu- 
rity. The mind never exists 
without an object of supreme 
love, and some efforts for self- 
gratification. Asa sight of di- 
vine holiness is not agreeable to 
the heart ; as the duties of reli- 
gion are not pleasant, other ob- 
jects will be selected, and of 
these, there are many in the sen- 
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sible world to which the sinner 
attaches all his thoughts. A 
view of these inflames all his 
desires ; to obtain them he med- 
itates and exerts every active 
faculty of body and mind. No 
earthly object can be too small 
or debased to absorb his tho’ts. 
He becomes a worldling, is in- 
flamed with ambition, avarice 
and sensuality, cleaving to the 
animal senses as the inlet of 
good, and their objects as his 
portion. Goaded with a thou- 
sand cares and desires, and ever 
in pursuit of what he cannot 
gain, he forgets God, his duty,and 
immortality—Thus the things 
of the world prove a snare, to 
deep sinful security. 

The example and influence of 
others prove another cause of 
this security. When the sinful 
look abroad, they see a great 
majority of mankind in the same 
deplorable state. By this they 
are tempted and their careless- 
ness is kept in countenance.— 
Surely, they think, I am as safe 
as others, and all these cannot 
be in danger. False reasoning 
strengthens all the causes which 
have been mentioned ; a habit 
is formed deeper and more diffi- 
cult to change than the Ethiopi- 
an’s stain, the heart is harden- 
ed, the conscience rendered si- 
lent, and the beginning inatten- 
tion ripened inte the fixed se- 
curity of death. 

Such are the consequences 
which follow from that loss of 
supreme love to God which 
took place in the first apostacy 
of man. It must then be that 
the security flowing from sin is 
as difficult to remove assin itself. 
They rise and fall in strength 
together. This is an essential 
part of that spiritual ignorance, 








1810:} The Christion Soliloquist: Iss 


in which the scriptures describe 
all tobe found, which is the pa- 
rent of vice and sloth, and so 
difficult to remove, that nothing 
short of divine power can effect 
adeliverance. Thisinsensibili- 
ty of duty and danger, is one 
among innumerable proofs of 
the original and general depra- 
vity of our nature. No cause 
less than this could effect the 
security described on subjects 
of the greatest importance.— 
What can be more calculated to 
excite feeling than happiness and 
misery ? What so much as eter- 
nal happiness and misery! What 
is able so powerfully to fix the at- 
tention, as just descrptions of an 
infinite God, eternity and all its 
great interests and wonderful 
scenes? Yet these do not, with- 
out an interference of the Holy 
Spirit, stop the sinner in his 
course, or even engage histho’ts. 
It must be a deep depravity to 
produce such effects. - 
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The Christian Soliloquist. 
No. I. 
REPENTANCE. 


OW true is the Bible ! It 
gives an exact descrip- 

tion of my heart. “ The carnal 
mind is enmity against God ; 
for it is not subject to the law 
of God, neither indeed can be.” 
How plainly I now see what I 
have so often been told, but nev- 
er could believe !—I am wholly 
sinful in all my thoughts and de- 
sires, in all my words and ac- 
tions. I am altogether as an 
unclean thing, and all my right- 
cousnesses are as filthy rags. 





Notwithstanding my outward 
appearances of virtue and moral- 
ity, and my fair professions of 
goodness, pride and folly, en- 
vy and vanity, deceit and hypoc- 
risy and every iniquity have 
dwelt and reigned in my heart. 
How could I hate God and his 
holy law ! O thatI had loved 
God with all my heart and soul, 
with all my mind and strength ; 
and my fellow creatures as my- 
sclf ! God is ever present. He 
always sees me. He searches 
my heart. My whole life is 
now before his eyes. How vile 
and hateful must I be in the 
sight of God ! He is all beauty 
and glory. His name is holy. 
His law is holy, just and good. 
His decrees, though once they 
filled my heart with enmity and 
distress, are wisest and best. 
How wonderful is the conduct 
of God towards sinful. creatures 
and towards me, the chief of 
sinners, the worst and vilest of 
the human race ! In infancy, in 
childhood, in youth and even 
unto this day he has been full of 


4 goodness and compassion to me; 


but I have been evil and un- 
thankful. Wherever I have 
been, and whatever I have done, 
I have hated God and abused 
his mercies, * The crown is 
fallen from my head. Wo un- 
to me, that I have sinned !’”’ Can 
I ever sin against God again? I 
am afraid of every temptation. 
O Lord God, keep me from 
sin. “ Create in me a clean 
heart, O God; and renew a 
right spirit within me.” What 
can such a wretch do? [ have 
destroyed myself. God is holy, 
just and good in condemning 
such a monster of enmity and 
wickedness. With what beau- 
ty and glory will his justice 
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shine in my damnation? For 
guch creatures has he given his 
Son to die on the cross ? It is 
impossible ! Surely other sin- 
hers are not so sinful and guilty 
asI am. I rejoice that they 
can be saved. But I cannot ask 
for forgiveness. I have hated 
Jesus Christ. I have rejected 
his counsel against myself. And 
yet he keeps me from falling in- 
to hell ! How could I ever have 
sinned against such love and 
mercy ! * My heart is deceit- 
ful above all things, and despe- 
rately wicked.” Behold I am 
vile ! I abhor myself.” 


Extracts from the Minutes of the 
General Association of Massa- 
chuseits, firopier. 


s HE Generat Associ- 

ATION of Ministers in 
this State, desirous to satisfy the 
frequent inquiries and reasona- 
ble claims of the Christian pub- 
lic, deem it their duty in this 
communication, to make a brief, 
but fair and unreserved state- 
ment of the principles. of their 
union; of the important ends, 
which it is their aim to accom- 
plish ; of their leading transac- 
tions, at their meeting the pres- 
ent year; and of the animating 
considerations, which excite 
them to perseverance. Neces- 
sary information has in a con- 
siderable degree been given in 
our former reports, and in other 
communications on the subject. 
But nothing, it is conceived, 
has yet been done to supersede 
the necessity or probable utility 
ofa more particular statement. 
_ This association ‘proceeds 
on the maxim, which is suppor- 





ted by the uniform experience 
of all civilized nations, that man- 
kind are formed for society, and 
that the social bond contributes 
immeasurably to the comfort of in- 
dividuals and the welfare of the 
world. The social principle, 
which in all places and among 
men of all descriptions is so ben- 
eficial, operates with the great- 
est freedom, and yields its most 
precious fruits in the kingdom 
of Christ. He is the Prince of 
peace. Love is the essence of 
his religion, the fulfilling of his 
law. In thevery nature of the 
Christian religion, a foundation 
is laid for that, which the efforts 
of worldly wisdom have never 
produced, a frerfect and hapfify 
society. The followers of Christ, 
acting under the influence of his 
religion, are all one. The Gen- 
eral Association, with increasing 
concern and sorrow, have wil- 
nessed the divisions and aliena- 
tions among the servants of one 
common Lord, the disciples of 
one common Teacher. They 
have sympathized with the 
church in her afflictions, and 
mourned over her bleeding 
wounds. Ithas been their pray- 
er, that the healing, uniting spi- 
rit of the gospel may prevail ; 
that all, who love the Lord Jesus 
Christ, may love one another ; 
and that his kingdom may now 
appear to be, what in reality it 
is, a kingdom of righteousness, 
peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost. 

*“ On this pleasing occasion 
we are constrained to express 
the joy we feel, in view of the in- 
creasing harmony among the 
ministers and disciples of Christ, 
both in Europe and America. 
It is to be considered, as 2 token 
for good ; asa sign from heav- 
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en, that blessings are intended 
for the church. In proportion 
to the prevalence of Christian 
love and unity, the friends of 
truth are prepared for suitable 
exertions, and encouraged with 
a prospect of success. We re- 
joice, therefore. in every event, 
which tends tobanish strife and 
division from the Christian world, 
and will readily and earnestly 
promote every measure, which 
is calculated to turn the zeal and 
energy of Christ’s faithful min- 
isters from every minor and 
unessential distinction, and to 
engage them in defending and 
propagating those evangelical 
principles, which have always 
been the basis of the church. | 

_ “Inthe organization of this 
body, we are supported by that 
principle of Christian liberty, 
which all Protestants have so 
highly valued and surrounded 
with so many safeguards. We 
number it among our best bles- 
sings, that this nation is free 
from civil and ecclesiastical ty- 
ranny ; that we may worship 
God according to our own con- 
sciences ; that we have a right to 
associate ourselves together for 
the purpose of mutualadvantage, 
and the genera! interest of reli- 
gion; and that we may adopt 
any rules, and pursue = any 
measures which will not in- 
fringe the rights of others. In 
the exercise of this Christian lib- 
erty, the General Association 
“ admit as articles of faith, the 
doctrines of Christianity as 
they are generally expressed in 
the Assembly’s Shorter Cate- 
chim ;” and consider these doc- 
trines, which have been gener- 
ally embraced by the churches 
of New England, * as the basis 
of our union,” 
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“ Here we deem it proper to 
repeat a declaration made in our 
report for the year 1807 ; “ that 
we wholly disclaim ecclesiastic- 
al power or authority over the 
churches, or the opinions of in- 
dividuals,” 

“ The essential objects of the 
General Association are thus 
stated in our constitution ; viz. 
“ To promote brotherly inter- 
course and harmony, and our 
mutual animation, assistance, 
and usefulness, as ministers of 
Christ ; to obtain religious in- 
formation relative to the state of 
our particular churches, and the 
general state of the Christian 
church in this country and 
through the Christian world: 
and to co-operate with other 
similar institutions in the most 
eligible measures for building 
up the cause of truth and holi- 
ness.” Whatcan be more unex- 
ceptionable ; what more con- 
sentaneous tothe spirit of the 
gospel, and the practice of prim- 
| itive Christians, than for minis- 
ters to meet annually for such 
purposes? The cares and la- 
bors of the apostles were not 
restricted to place or country. 
Their benevolent affection had 
no limits. The prosperity of 
the church in every part of the 
world lay near their hearts. 
This object they never forgot. 
In every thing, which related 
to this object, they felt a live- 
tly interest. With hearts ex- 
‘panded by Christian affection, 
they sent to far distant churches 
to know their faith. They trav- 
elled from place to place, that 
they might learn the state of 
believers, and be under advan- 
tages to promote their good. 
Influenced by ardent love, the 
primitive saints often met to~- 


a 


q 
























































186 


gether-in order to enjoy free 
conversation, to increase their 
mutual acquaintance, to unite in 
their devotions, and to mingle 
their sorrowsand joys. Ifthese 
examples are worthy of our im- 
itation, and these objects, of our 
pursuit; we must rejoice in 
that course of divine providence, 
which has united us in this 
General Association. From ex- 
perience we are now led to con- 
clude, that our objects are at- 
tainable. ‘Fhe pleasures and 
advantages of our meetings have 
hitherto equalled, if not exceed- 
ed our anticipations. We ob- 
serve in others, and enjoy in 
ourselves the happy effects al- 
ready produced. These effects, 
it is earnestly expected, will 
constantly increase, as the As- 
sociation shall be enlarged ; as 
its objects shall be more gener- 
ally understood by the public ; 
and as our zeal, constancy, and 
union shall be more conspicuous. 

“ The Committee for taking 
minutes of the narratives made 
the following report ; viz. 

“¢ With peculiar emotions of 
gratitude to the great Head of 
the church, the General Associ- 
ation of Massachusetts have lis- 
tened to the information, which 
has been given by the members, 
of the state of religion more 
particularly within their limits. 
The Lord reigneth, let the 
earth rejoice. The church 
lives, and will live and flourish. 
The gates of hell shall never 
prevail against it. Although in 
some places the ways of Zion 
mourn, because so few come to 
her solemn feasts ; the Associ- 
ation are happy in being able to 
state, that the order, harmony, 
and peace of the churches with- 
in their limits are generally con- 
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(May, 
tinued, and that an increasing’ 
attention to public worship and 
other means of religion is ap- 
parent. In some towns, in the 
course of the past year, God 
has been pleased to pour out his 
Spirit for the conviction and 
conversion of sinners, and the 
edification and comfort of his 
children The places, in which 
divine power and grace have 
been more particularly man- 
ifested in revivals of religion, 
are Tyringham, West Stock- 
bridge, New Marlborough, 
Great Barrington, Stockbridge, 
and Hinsdale in the county of 
Berkshire. In Worthington, 
Cummington, Plainfield, Gos- 
hen, Chester, Blanford, and 
some other places in the coun- 
ty of Hampshire, many addi- 
tions have been made to the 
churches since the last meeting 
of the general Association. 

‘* Accounts from other Asso- 
ciations, in the limits of which 
no special awakening has occur- 
red the last year, are in a good 
measure favorable. From othe 
er parts of the Commonwealth, 
not represented in this body, 
very pleasing information has 
been received of revivals of reli- 
gion. In Uxbridge, Franklin, 
Hanover, Falmouth, and Nan- 
tucket, the Lord hath appeared 
in his glory in building up Zion. 

“ Such information cannot 
fail to awaken the liveliest grati- 
tude to God, to impress a deep 
sense of our increasing obligation, 
and to rejoice the hearts of all, 
who love our Lord Jesus Christ 
in sincerity. 

“ Confiding in the faithful 
promise of Gody they will be 
excited to pray for the peace, 
enlargement, and purity of the 
church. When Zion travail- 
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eth’ she bringeth forth child- 
ren. 

«‘ This Association learn also 
with peculiar satisfaction, that 
in those places within their lim- 
its, in which there have been 
special displays of divine grace 
in preceding years, but few in- 
stances of apostasy or backslid- 
ing have occurred ; and that an 
increasing union of sentiment 
and affection among the friends 
of Zion is apparrent. 

“© They also feel it to be their 
duty to acknowledge the great 
goodness of God in the flourish- 
ing state of the Theological 
Seminary, and in the increasing 
utility and success of the Mis- 
sionary Societies. Nor must 
they omit to mention the pros- 
perous religious state of some 
of the Colleges in New Eng- 
land, particularly Yale College, 
and the animating hopes, which 
are thereby excited in the 
churches. 

«“ From the delegates of the 
General Associations in Con- 
necticut and New Hampshire 
it appears, that in some places 
there have been astonishing dis- 
plays of divine grace in the con- 
version of sinners ; that partic- 
ularly in Conrecticut, and with- 
in the limits of the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian 
churches, Zion has arisen from 
the dust, and the fruits of the 
Spirit have abounded to the 
praise and glory of God; that 
in general infidelity and error 
are becoming less bold and for- 
midable, and the attention of the 
people to public worship more 
constant and serious. 

“ While, then, we lament the 


general insensibility to the things. 


of religion, which has appeared 
tn some places ; let us adore the 
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God of all grace for the favor- 
able signs of the present day, 
especially for the power and 
sovereignty of his grace in cal- 
ling such multitudes into the 
kingdom of his Son.” 

* Voted, that the report of 
the Committee respecting the 
state of religion be committed to 
the disposal of the Committee 
of publications. 

*“ Voted the thanks of this 
Association to the Secretary for 
his faithful services during the 
three years past. 

“ The Association united in 
singing a psalm ; and the meet- 
ing was closed with prayer by 
the Rev. Aaron Bascom.” 

“From the foregoing state- 
ment it will manifestly appear, 
whatare the principles and ob- 
jects of the General Association, 
and in what transactions they 
were engaged at their last meet- 
ing. Can any man suppose, 
that their design will be aban- 
doned ? Can it enter into the 
imagination of a single individ- 
ual, that an Association com- 
mencing with such pious views, 
proceeding thus far with such 
happy union and such encour- 
aging success, and attended at 
the present time with such pro- 
pitious circumstances, will be 
suddenly forsaken? Its prin- 
ciples abjured? Its objects re- 
nounced? Past success and pre- 
sent prospects overlooked? 
And all the good, attained and 
expected, rashly Jost? In such 
a cause, and with such animating 
motives to perseverance, surely 
no association or individual can 
bein dangerof futting his hand 
to the plough and looking back. 

“ Before we can be reasona- 
bly expected to relinquish our 
purpose we must be satisfied, 
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that the principles of our union 
are unsound and dangerous. 
By conclusive arguments it 
must be proved, that the social 
bond, as soon as it unites togeth- 
er a considerable number of 
gospel ministers, loses all its 
force, or atleast ceases to be of 
any advantage ; that the char- 
acter of Christians, or the na- 
ture of their religion is so unso- 
cial, that union among them be- 
comes mischievous, in propor- 
tion as it becomes extensive ; 
that although a few of them in 
the same neighborhood may, 
without hazard, associate them- 
selves together, and  fre- 
quently meet to consult the in- 
terests of the church; an at- 
tempt to go beyond the limits 
of neighborhood, and associate a 
larger number, is hostile to the 
cause of Zion. Some satisfac- 
tory argument must be offered 
to make it appear, that we are 
chargeable with a direct or indi- 
rect interference with some 
other body of men; that we 
have transgressed the bounds of 
the liberty, with which Christ 
hath made us free, and which is 
confirmed to us by our civil con- 
stitutions ; or that we have, in 
some way, violated the equal 
rights of our brethren or fellow 
citizens. And something must 
be done to evince, that the reli- 
gious doctrines, which we uni- 
tedly embrace, are unscriptural 
and false. Until these things 
are made evident, it will be no 
mark of candor or justice for 
men to cry out against our As- 
sociation, as founded on narrow. 
party principles, and tending to 
ecclesiastical domination and 
oppression. Allthat we would 
ask of those who differ from us 
is, that they would leaye us with- 
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out restraint to exercise our 
own rights and pursue the ob- 
jects, which our consciences 
approve. In our serious appre- 
hension, no ends can be more 
momentous than those, at which 
we aim ; viz. to banish mutual 
prejudice and alienation from 
the family of the faithful; to 
promote among them the peace 
of God; to strengthen each 
other’s hands and encourage 
each other’s hearts ; reciprocal- 
ly to communicate all useful in- 
formation respecting the state of 
religion in our churches and so- 
cieties, and thus to awaken seri- 
ous and tender solicitude and 
unceasing prayer for the gener- 
al welfare. In short, to co-op- 
erate in every eligible measure 
for the advancement of the 
kingdom of Christ. The cause 
which we wish to promote has 
engaged the love and counsels 
of God, and the labors of angels 
and saints. Itis the cause of 
those, for whom Christ died. 
It is the cause of the church, 
which God has chosen, as the 
place of his glory, and his rest. 
Will net every friend of the 
Redeemer say, “ If I forget 
thee, O Jerusalem, let my right 
hand forget her cunning. If I 
do not remember thee, let my 
tongue cleave to the roof of my 
mouth ; if I prefer not Jerusa- 
lem above my chief joy.” 

“ Exertions similar to ours 
have recently been made both in 
Europe and America. The 
ministers and disciplesof Christ, 
grieved and distressed with their 
long divisions, have sighed for 
union and peace. Alarmed by 
the boldness and triumph of 
their enemies, they have found 
it necessary to lay aside their 





trivial disputes, end combine 
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their strength for the safety of 
their common cause. Exten- 
sive and happy has been the in- 
fluence of these united exertions 
both in Christian countries and 
among the heathen. The suc- 
cess, Which has attended them, 
invites us to harmony, and 
strongly urges us to resolution 
and zeal. When others have 
done so much for the cause of 
truth and love ; shall we, with 
equal or superior advantages, 
do nothing ? Shall the ministers 
of Christ in Massachusetts sleep, 
when ministers in every other 
part are awake? Shall we be 
content ina disjointed, broken 
condition, when the Christian 
world in general is yielding to 
the benign influence of the love 
of Christ, and tasting the joys of 
mutual affection and confidence ? 
When so much is to be done ; 
when such astonishing things 


are to be accomplished, before | 


the millennial glory ; shall we 
indulge in indolence ? Sinners 
are to be converted, and all the 
great events of divine provi- 
dence are to take place, through 
the instrumentality of creatures. 
Itis indeed the power of God 
which carries into effect his be- 
nevolent designs. But he con- 
fers on his people the honor and 
happiness of being active in 
their accomplishmeut. Parents, 
whoare diligent in the religious 
instruction of their children ; 
churches laboring for their own 
and each other’s order, holiness, 
and peace ; pastors, who faith- 
fully preach the unscarchable 
riches of Christ to their beloved 
flocks; missionaries, who are 
moved with compassion to pro- 
claim salvation to the ignorant 
and perishing heathen ; minis- 
ers, who unite their counsels 
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and endeavors for the suppres- 
sion of crror and vice, the gen- 
eral interest of religion and the 
spread of the gospel; and trem- 
bling believers, who, feeling that 
they can do little in any other 
way, daily prostrate themselves 
in secret devotion before the 
throne of grace, and with fer- 
vent love, pray for the out-pour- 
ing of the Spirit and the pros- 
perity of Zion; these, and 
all others, who are obedient and 
prayerful, may have the satis- 
faction to know, that they are 
promoting the cause of infinite 
wisdom and goodness, and help- 
ing forward the illustrious and 
blessed period, when the know!l- 
edge of God shall fill the earth. 

“ This is a day of great 
events, both in the civil and re- 
ligious world. The King of 
kings is fast preparing the way 
for the finalconsummation. The 
scene is coming to its close. 
Irom the prophecies of scrip- 
ture and the motions of divine 
providence, we are led to ex- 
pect that the day of Zion’s cn- 
largement beauty, and joy draws 
near. Ministers and churches 
ought to arise from the dust ; to 
shake off the sloth and slumber 
of past ages ; to be filled with 
spiritual life, aad clothed with 
the garmentof salvation. Let 
us be resolute, active, and con- 
stant in advancing the kingdom 
of grace; and lift up our 
heads with rejoicing in pros- 
pect of the kingdom of glory. 
% Behold, I come quickly.” Con- 
fiding in everlasting strength, 
and fearless of remaining dan- 
ger, let us go forth in one holy 
band, to meet our approaching 
Redeemer. “ Even 80, come, 
Lorp Jrsvus.” 
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An account of a Revival of Re- 
ligion in Granville, State of 
Ohio. 


Mr. EpitTor, 

SENSIBLE that a knowledge of 
the works of God in the conver- 
sion of dying sinners, has often 
a happy effect in enlivening the 
friends of Zion, and in alarming 
the consciences of the secure, I 
feel it important to communi- 
cate the following for the pub- 
Jic, should it meet with your ap- 
probation. 


N the first place, I deem it 
suitable to remark, that this 
settlement, consisting of about 
forty families, was originally 
from Granville, Massachusetts. 
To facilitate the settlement of a 
new country, they formed into 
a company, to proceed with uni- 
ted strength. And being reli- 
giously disposed, twenty-seven 
of this number were regular- 
ly constituted a congregational 
church of Christ. A sermon 
was preached on the occasion of 
their departure ; and being com- 
mitted to God, they took an af- 
fectionate leave of their friends 
and country, and looked forward 
to this western wilderness, at 
the distance of 700 miles. 

After a long, yet prosperous 
journey, they reached their cho- 
sen ground, where nothing ap- 
peared but a lonely wilderness. 
Being determined to erect an 
altar for God, and invoke his 
blessing, as soon as the Lord’s 
day appeared, they assembled, 
and endeavored to wait on God 
in a public manner. From this 
beginning, under the open sky, 
they have ever maintained the 
form of godliness, and, I trust, 
something of its power also.— 
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In this way, they continued a- 
bout six months, far from their 
sister churches, and the sound 
of a preached gospel. 

In the mean time, immoral 
inhabitants from abroad came to 
traffic with them on the sabbath ; 
but receiving a direct refusal 
from every quarter, and a re- 
quest to disturb them no more 
on that day, they soon aban- 
doned their sinful practice, and 
came to worship with them.—‘ 
By this we may learn the happy 
effects of religiously regarding 
the day of the Lord. 

But we have here to remark, 
that the fatigues and embarrass- 
ments of settling anew country, 
in some measure damped their 
religious ardor, and iniquity be- 
fore long began to abound. The 
numerous youth having not the 
usual restraint of a preached 
gospel, began to indulge in what 
the world loves to call innocent 
amusements. 

The church was at length af- 
fected with the prevalence of 
iniquity, and began to weep for 
the low state of Zion. This was 
the unhappy situation of the 
people when I first visited them, 
two and a half years after their 
arrival. Having engaged to 
preach with them on probation, 
the work of God, of which I am 
now to give an account, soon 
commenced. Itbegan among 
the youth in a still, small voice, 
Soon it was said that one had 
hopefully experienced recover- 
ing grace, and was astenished at 
the wonders of redeeming love, 
This immediately excited the 
displeasure of some, and the 
open ridicule of others. From 
this small beginning, the work 
spread rapidly among the youth. 
Animated by this, the church 
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laid aside her mourning garb, 
and took her harp to praise the 
Lord. No sooner did her pray- 
ers appear before God, than 
they. appeared to be answer- 
ed with abundant mercy. The 
enemies of religion early took 
the alarm, and their fears in- 
creased as the work of God pro- 
gressed. They ridiculed and 
despised the idea of seriousness, 
hoping this would drive it far 
from their companions. But 
their hopes were defeated. 

About this time appeared the 
fourth of July, which day the 
church desired religiously to 
celebrate. The opposers of the 
work now united their strength, 
and made unwearied exertions 
to have at least one more sca- 
son of merriment before they 
bid farewell to their worldly 
pleasures. But “there is no 
peace,saith our God, to the wick- 
ed.” A secret uneasiness crept 
into almost every heart, and 
they could not enjoy themselves 
as they used todo, They clo- 
sed at an early hour, and 
while some retired ashamed of 
their doings, one went witha 
wounded heart. This was a zeal- 
ous advocate for mirth and vani- 
ty, an open despiser of religion, 
and a profane Universalist — 
Happily we may add, he found 
no rest to his guilty soul, till 
he found it, as he trusts, in a 
bleeding Saviour. 

The progress of the work, 
through the months of July and 
August, carried with it such 
convincing evidences, as to si- 
lence almost every reviler.— 
Still though they saw their num- 
ber repeatedly lessened,yet those 
of them that were able, held 
fast their carnal weapons, de- 
termined never to give them up. 
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But God is stronger than feeble 
rebels ; and that this might ap- 
pear, he saw fit to make singular 
displays of conquering grace. 

Two young men who had 
long maintained this determined 
opposition to religion, came to 
the house of prayer, with a se- 
cret intention to excite some 
smiles among the serious youth 
that afternoon. But God met 
with them, and the season was 
very differently spent. They 
tried in vain to pluck the arrow 
of conviction from their wound- 
ed hearts. One said to the oth- 
er, “ My companion, what shall 
I do, I cannot endure this. I 
once thought I never would give 
up to seriousness, but I now 
see I must yield. This must 
be of God. Come, let us join 
our young companions, and 
with them seek an interest in 
Christ.".—-The Lord now dealt 
with them as one having autho- 
rity ; and in one week they were 
both hopefully brought to lay 
down their carnal weapons, and 
calmly submik to King Emman- 
uel. 


“ Their tongues broke out in un- 
known strains, 


“* And sung surprising grace.” 


Rev. Samuel P. Robbins of 
Marietta repeatedly visited this 
people, though at the distance of 
70 miles ; and Lord’s day, Oct. 
16th, administered to this church 
the sacrament of the Lord’s 
supper, admitted 11, and bap- 
tized 17 children. This was a 
solemn and truly animating day, 
not soon to be forgotten : ani- 
mating in that some patterned 
after pious Abraham and Sarah 
in dedicating themselves to God, 
and then their numerous off- 
spring. Thus good is the ex- 














































































































































































































































































ae ee ae 


192 


tensive covenant of grace, which 
embraces pious parents and 
their dear children. Though 
the Lord made bear his arm for 
the salvation of sinners in many 
instances after this, yet nothing 
occurred worthy of particular 
remark. 

In respect to the work of grace 
we have experienced, I would 
offer a few remarks. And, 

1. No appearance of enthusi- 
asm has been known. It is 
truc, much noise and confusion 
have attended the great revivals 
in this western country ; but 
we are happy to remark noth- 
ing of this has appeared among 
us. We have reason to believe 
God has made distinguishing 
displays cf his power and grace, 
but vet ina still, small voice. — 
All the work has been carried 
on with remarkable — stillness 
and solemnity. Many of our 
sanctuary seasons have been like 
funeral occasions ; the greater 
part of the audience appearing 
as solemn as though they were 
sitting on the borders of the 
grave and looking into eternity. 
At times a silent tear would steal 
down a youthful cheek, and this 
was all to be scen or heard. 

2. The number which we 
hope have experienced a saving 
change is about fifty. This 
number is not large for a gene- 
ral revival through a populous 
town, but when we consider the 
infancy of this settlement plant- 
ed scarcely three years ago, we 
ate constrained to say, God has 
cealt wonderfully with us. The 
universality of this work of 
grace, is perhaps seldom equal- 
led. [or some months I could 


“scarcely enter a house in the 


settlement, without finding one 
er more ready to inquire what 
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they should do to be saved, ‘or 
in humble language to speak of 
the wonders of redeeming love. 
We have here with peculiar 
pleasure witnessed, that God has 
hopefully renewed not only two, 
three and four, but even five and 
six in a family. In short, it was 
rare indeed to meet one who 
had nothing’ to say upon the 
great subject of religion. Sev- 
en united with this church pre- 
vious to my visiting them, and 
forty since, in the space of seven 
or eight months. The church 
now consists of more than sev- 
enty members. 

8. The subjects of this re- 
vival have uniformly embraced 
the humble doctrines of grace. 
Such as the absolute necessity of 
a change of heart, entire depen- 
dence on God, salvation alone 
through Christ, together with 
divine sovereignty. They have 
generally had a deep sense of 
their native depravity, and that 


there was no hope for them bu: 


in the mercy of God. And find- 
ing themselves justly exposed 
to eternal destruction, they have 
admired the gospel plan of sal- 
vation which reached the case 
of such perishing offenders.— 
The character of God has ap- 
peared to thei in its beauty and 
excellency by reason of which 
they loved him, they said, with 
an ardent love. And many have 
expressed a peculiar happiness 
in feeling their entire depend- 
ence on 80 glorious a Being. 
The moralist who had long set- 
tled down upon his morality, 
and firmly believed there was 
nothing more he could do for 
salvation, has nevertheless been 
brought to see himself in a de- 
plorable situation, and much to 
do to: prepare for eternity. He 
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confessed he must perish eter- 
nally if he depended on morali- 
ty alone to carry him to heaven. 
He renounced entirely his de- 
lusive hope, and we trust, was 
soon enabled to embrace a hope 
in Christ Jesus, to the abundant 
joy of his heart. 

The person to whom I allude 
wrote me the following: “ My 
former favorite life of morality 
now appears to me odious in- 
deed. I plainly see and am con- 
vinced that to believe in morali- 
ty alone, is the most dangerous 
sentiment any can be establish- 
ed in. Thousands go to des- 
truction by imbibing this delu- 
sion. I would therefore most 
earnestly request all such as are 
placing their hopes of heaven 
upon this notion, to renounce it 
immediately ; for if not, it will 
surely land them in endless per- 
dition. All the morality we can 
possibly possess, without a gen- 
uine change of heart, 1 am per- 
suaded can never fit one soul for 
heaven.” 

Some among us have expe- 
rienced a kind relief from the 
burthen of sin, and have enjoyed 
a calmness and serenity of mind, 
hitherto unknown, and have, for 
many weeks, given convincing 
evidence to Christian observers, 
that they had passed from death 
to life, but yet dare not hope 
they were Christians. They 
would confidently observe, “ It 
cannot be I have experienced 
any thing saving, 1 am so un- 
worthy of the least notice of 

My heart is such a foun- 
tain of corruption, I am sure 
there can be nothing good in it.” 
Others, no doubt, really enjoyed 
secret foretastes of heaven, but 
viewing themselves unworthy, 
hell deserving sinners, dare not 
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indulge themselves in such ex- 
quisite delight, At length their 
views become so great, and their 
feclings so agreeable to the gos- 
pel, that they were constrained 
to acknowledge that the Lord 
had done great things for them. 
The language of such has been, 
“ After all my unbelief, I must 
say I do love the Lord, not be- 
cause I hope he has shewed 
mercy to me, the chief of sin- 
ners, but because he is the chief 
among ten thousands, and alto- 
gether lovely.”—-Our Sabbath 
assemblies, as well as our con- 
ferences, have been full and so- 
lemn.————At the close of our 
weekly conferences, many a 
sweet interview has been enjoy- 
ed, at the door of the house of 
prayer ; young and old appear- 
ed alike unwilling to leave 
the house. Some calmly re- 
joiced in the comforts of reli- 
gion, and others were bowed 
down beneath the weight of sin ; 
and all engaged in the concerns 
of religion. These seasons ex- 
hibited a pleasing scene. 

4. It is worthy of remark, that 
not one among all that appeared 
to be really awakened, has turn- 
ed back to the world. They 
have experienced, as we trust, 
pardoning mercy, or are yet in 
some degree pleading for it. I 
wish I were able to describe 
how distinguishingly God has 
made it appear, in every stage 
of the work, that his glory he 
would not give unto another. 
But Iam not. Our eyes have 
here beheld, and our ears have 
heard, what I cannot communi- 
cate. God has seen fit to dis- 
play himself in such a manner 
as to constrain our fathers and 
mothers in Israel, to say, * Tho” 
‘we have witnessed many reviy- 
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alsin our day, yet have we never 
seen one like unto this. We 
hope therefore to say, Not un- 
to us, but unto thy name, O 


Lord, be all the praise.” 


5. Nearly the close of this 


revival, one of the hopeful con- 


verts was brought to the trial of 
his hope. Some months aficr 


“he trusts he found favor in the 


si¢ht of God, he was laid upon 
a bed of sickness, and apparently 
drew neer the borders of the 
grave. He however at all times 
in his sickness, manifested re- 


“signation to the will of God. 
“Some of his youthful friends 


visiting him, he addressed them 
‘as follows: “ My young friends, 


“it now appears ‘to me I must 


die. But I feel willing to go 


‘just when God shall call. 1 


have no desires to tarry any 
I am tired of 
‘this vain world, and tired of my 
wicked heart. I long to go 
‘where sin is not known, and 
where Ican continually enjoy the 
‘presence of my Saviour.” On 
visiting him myself, ] found his 
mind much in the same frame. 
He observed, “ Death hus no 
‘terrors for me, I am _ perfeetly 
willing to go ; and all that I wish 
for or can desire is, that God’s 
will may be done, let what wiil 
become of me.” He then ask- 
ed me whether such feelings 
would do for a dying bed. His 
life however was spared, and he 
continues to give evidence that 
he is born of God. 

I have now given an imper- 
fect account of what God has 
Wrought among us, and hope it 
will im some way prove bene- 
ficial to the -cause of Zion.— 
Should this fall into the hands 
of the pious, Jet them remem- 
ber that. Zion’s God still reigns, 
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and makes the wilderness blos- 
som as the rose. 


TIMOTHY HARRIS. 
Granville, Ohio, Feb. 14,1810. 
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Memoir relative to the transla- 
tions of the Sacred Scrifitures ; 
to the Baptist Missionary So- 
ciety in England, dated Seram- 
fore, Aug. 14, 1807. 


VERY DEAR BRETHREN, 


HE BRETHREN OF THE 
MISSION AT SERAMPORE 

beg leave to lay before you, and 
their fellow Christians in Britain 


‘and ‘America, especially those 


who have interested themselves 
in the Franslations of the sacred 
scriptures into’ the Eastern lan- 


‘guages, the present state of that 


work ; and that you and they 
may have an opportunity of 
forming a clearer idea of its na- 
ture and progress, they intreat 
permission very briefly to state 
the circumstances which gave 
rise to the undertaking, and 
which have attended its pro- 
gress. 

2. Nearly fourteen years have 
elapsed since the first and re- 
mote step was taken in this 
work, by Mr. Carey’s immediate 
and assiduous application, on his 
arrival in India, first to the 
Bengalee, and afterwards to the 
Sungskrit languages.* Nearly 
five years since, circumstances 

———— 

* Justice to the memory of our de- 
ceased brother, Mr. John 7homas, 
requires us to mention, that the idea 
originated with him ; and that, tho’ 
more particularly calculated for oth- 
er parts of Missionary labors, he 
had actually translated Matthew and 
James-before Mr. Carey’s arrival. 
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seemed to call our attention to - 


the translations of the sacred 
Word, not merely into the Ben- 
galee language, but into those 
spoken in the neighboring coun- 
tries, and closely allied with the 
Bengalee by. their springing 
from one common parent, the 
Sungskrit ; and by an affinity in 
the great mass of words in idiom 
and construction, scarcely to be 
imagined but by those well ac- 
quainted with the fact. 

3. The circumstances which 
encouraged us to this undertak- 
ing have already been partly de- 
tailed toyou. The indispensa- 
ble nature of this duty as far as 
within our power, the perishing 
state of our fellow-creatures 
around, and the inestimable val- 
ue of the word of God as the 
means of everlasting life, had 
long impressed us-and the fa- 
cility of acquiring languages, 
with the gveater part of the 
words and the idiom of which 
the Sungskrit and Bengalee had 
already made us acquainted,— 
the ease with which learned na- 
ives could be obtained, the ad- 
vantages arising from proper 
helps in the originals, and from 
having been already accustom- 
ed in some degree to the work, 
—the printing press, and the 
opportunities of casting new 
founts of types,—-these with the 
well-known effects of the Divine 
blessing upow persevering, tho’ 
feeble attempts to glorify Him, 
encouraged us to engage in the 
work. 

4. We were by no means, 
however, without our discour- 
agements ; the idea of three or 
four men succeeding in the ac- 
quisition of a number of langua- 
ges, and the unspeakable res- 
ponsibility attached to transla- 
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ting the word of God, with other 
difficulties, weighed so much 
with us, that we determined ‘to 
conceal the fact ef our having 
engaged in such awork, till we 
had advanced.so far as to con- 
vince-ourselves and others of its 
practicability. 

5. This resolution we in part 
observed ; for though circum- 
stances constrained us today our 
plan before the public much 
sooner than we intended, yet it 
was not till more than a year’s 
assiduous application had can- 
vinced us that we were not lay- 
ing before the friends of religion 
a chimerical scheme, but a plan 
which required only the contin- 
uance of the same Divine bles- 
sing which had marked its come 
mencement, in order to bring it 
toa happy conclusion. 

6. With peculiar sensations 
of gratitude to the Author of all 
good, we would now, dear breth- 
ren of Christ, lay before you 
the present state of the work in 
each of these languages, begin- 
ning with those most immme- 
diately connected with the Suag- 
skrit. 

7. The Bengaice. It is al- 
ready known to you, that early 
in 1801 the first edition of the 
New Testament was published, 
consisting of 2000 copies, all of 
which have.been long since dis- 
tributed. . This was followed 
by an edition of the Pentateuch, 
consisting of 1009 copies, whic!: 
have also been some time dis- 
tributed ; and.we wait.only for 
ability to put to press a-second 
and improved edition of it. Ia 
1804 an edition of the book of 
Psalms and the prophecy. of Isa- 
iah was published, consisting of 
nearly 1000 copies, the whole of 
which have been for some time 
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distributed : a number of the 
Psalms alone were also printed 
Off, and distributed at the same 
time. In 1806 another volume 
of the Old Testament, contain- 
ing the book of Job, the book of 
Psalms, the Proverbs, Ecclesi- 
astes, and the Song of Solomon, 
was published. Thisis proper- 
ly the third volume of the Old 
Testament. The fourth, con- 
sisting of all the Prophets, is al- 
so nearly completed ; it contains 
about 700 pages. Of all these 
we have printed the same num- 
ber of copies, .namely, a thou- 
sand. Thus far we have pro- 
ceeded with the O/d Testament ; 
one volume remuins, the second, 
which will comprise the histor- 
ical books, from Joshua to Ne- 
hemiah, which we expect speed- 
ily to put to press. 

The first edition of the Wew 
Testament being distributed, a 
second became necessaay 5 and 
a view to future improvement, 
together with the state of our 
finances, made a moderate num- 
ber appear preferable to a very 
Jarge edition. We therefore 
agreed to print 1500 copies. As 
the desire for the Scriptures, 
however, seemed great, we 
thought a selection could be 
made, of which a larger. num- 
ber might be. printed. The 
gospel by Luke, the Acts, and 
the Romans, were chosen for 
this purpose ; the first, as con- 
taining a complete account of 
the Redeemer’s life ; the sec- 
ond, as exhibiting the gospel in 
its first promulgation and pro- 
gress ; and the last, as contain- 
jing a summary of Christian 
Doctrine and Practice. Of this 
selection, which makes above 
260 pages octavo, we have prin- 
ted an edition of nearly 10,000, 
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8. In the Orissa, we have 
been greatly helped. The pro- 
portion of words already famil- 
iarized to us by the Sungskrit 
and Bengalee, may be about 
nine in ten. This of course has 
rendered application pleasant, 
and proficiency comparatively 
easy. Nearly the whole of the 
New Testament is translated, 
as well as several books of the 
Old ; andin printing we have 
advanced as far as the middle of 
Luke. The whole of the New 
Testament will make an octavo 
volume of about 650 pages. The 
number of copies we are prin» 
ting is a thousand. 

9. The Zelinga and Kernata 
languages follow next in the or- 
der of the countries. In these 
the words already known to us 
through the general medium, 
are about three fourths ; in the 
former, the translation of the 
New Testament has advanoed 
as far as the Gospel by John, and 
in the latter tothe endof Luke. 
There is ahappy similarity be- 
tween the characters of these 
two languages ; sethat the ad- 
dition of a letter or two unto the 
alphabet of one, will enable it 
fully to express the other. 


( To be continued. ) 
—_ 
Death of Miss Davenport, 


IED at Stamford, Connect- 

icut, on the 8th of Feb. 

last, Miss Tuzopos1a Daven- 

PORT, daughter of the Hon. John 

Davenport, having just comple- 
ted the 21st year of her age. 

She was a bright and amiable 

example ef early piety. Her 

great object in life seemed to be 
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to walk worthy of Ker high vo- 
eation ; and during her sickness 
she manilested, in a striking 
manner, the consolations of the 
glorious Gospel of the blessed 
God. She fell a victim to the 
epidemic which prevailed in 
Stamford last winter. The com- 
mon apprehensions of personal 
danger did not deter her from 
making every exertion in her 
power to alleviate the distresses 
of the sick and the dying, at 
whose beds she assiduously at- 
tended night and day. The first 
twenty days of her illness she 
passed without any specially a- 
larming symptoms, and at the 
conclusion of this period appear- 
ed to be ina hopeful state of 
convalescense. Her . friends 
congratulated her and each oth- 
er on the prospect of her recov- 
ery : and united in expressing 
their gratitude to God, as also 
in supplicating him to perfect 
the good work he had gracious- 
ly begun. In this state she con- 
tinued for about two weeks, 
when, without any appafent 
cause, the fever returned with a 
violence which baffled every ef- 
fort made for conquering it ; 
and on the eighteenth day from 
thereturn of her fever, she died. 

From the commencement of 
the second attack, she had an 
unvarying presentiment of its 
issue; and endeavoured to re- 
concile the feelings of her 
friends, as well as her own, to 
the idea of her approaching dis- 
solution. For some part of the 
time her mind was somewhat 
deranged ; but in general she 
was composed and collected. 
displaying the benevolence, as 
well as calmness of the Chris- 
tian character. 

On the morning of the day 
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on which she died, her Pastor, 
the Rev. Mr. Smith came to 
her bed-side, and told her—The- 
odosia, you are very low—we 
are all apprehensive for you. 
She replied, 1 am not .appre- 
hensive. Mr. S. asked, “ You 
know then in whom you have 
believed ?” She answered, with 
emphasis, * [ do knowin whom 
I have believed, and am persua- 
ded that he is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto 
him against thatday. My hope 
is humble, but I trust itis sure. 
The Cross and Blood of my Re- 
deemer are the grounds on 
which it rests.” Her feeble- 
ness was so great that she could 
say but little. Buther mind 
was so occupied with heavenly 
hopes, that the broken senten- 
ces of the promises on which 
she was meditating, and witch 
she was pleading at the mercy- 
seat, could often be heard by 
those who observed her attcn- 
tively. . 
Throughout the whole of this 
day she was composed and col- 
lected. The occasional deliria 
which had visited her previous- 
ly, seemed entirely to depart, 
to give her an opportunity of 
uttering her dying testimony to 
the truth, and of addressing a 
farewell to her friends. A few 
hours before she expired, she 
addressed one of her brothers, 
telling him, she had long made 
it her praycr to God, that he 
should be made to know Jesus, 
and him crucified, and that she 
bade him farewell, with the com- 
fortable hope that her prayers 
were hot in vain. She called a 
little sister to her, and remarked 
that she had, with mucl: plea- 
sure, observed her attachment 
to the Bible ; and added, Read, 
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read it, my sister, itis the word 
of life—it is my ‘support in a 
dying hour—let it be your guide 
in life, and it will be your sup- 
port in death. Her eye ha- 
pening to observe a servant girl, 
of her own age, passing through 
the room, she called her by 
name, and added, I wished to 
see you to bid you good-bye. 
Remember your Creator in the 
days of your youth, and he will 
never forsake you. ‘To others 
of her friends she addressed ad- 
vice equally suitable ; and find- 
ing her weakness increasing, 
she bade them all adieu ; and 
concluded with the following 
hymn of the venerable and apos- 
‘tolic Newton. 


My soul, this curious house of clay, . 


Thy present frail abode, 
Must quickly fall to worms a prey, 
And thou return to God. 


Canst thou, by faith, survey with joy, 
The change before it come ? 
And say, “ Let death this house de- 
stroy, 
Ihave a heavenly home !”’ 


‘TheSaviour, whom Ithere shall see, 
With new admiring eyes, 
Alveady bas prepared for me, 
A mansion in the skies.* 


i fee] this mud-wall cottage shake, 
And long to see it fall ; 

‘ThatI my willing flight may take, 
To Him who is myaill. 


Burthen’d and groaning then no 
more, 
My rescu’d soul shall sing, 
As up the shining path I soar, 
* Death, thou hast lost thy sting.” 


‘Dear Saviour ! help us now to seek, 
And know thy grace’s pow’r: 

That we mayall this language speak, 
Before the dying hour. 


* 2Cor.v.1 
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The whole scene was pecu- 
liarly impressive and interest. 
ing. Life did not entirely cease 
ill near evening, yet she was 
scarcely able to articulate thro’ 
the greatest part of the day, 
While any degree of excitabili- 
ty remained, a mention of the 
Redeemer’s name, and the glo- 
rious hopes of the Gospel, vi- 
sibly brightened her counte- 
nance. 

In the several conversations 
her Pastor had with her, she 
assented with peculiar empha- 
sis toall the doctrines which ex- 
alt God, humble the sinner, 
magnify the grace of the Gos- 
pel, and exhibit the love and 
compassion of the divine Re- 
deemer. 

[Ch. Mag. 


rt SS oo 
On Affiictions. 
SELECTED. 


WhrokveER considers the ma- 
nifold calamities to which man- 
kind are exposed in the present 
state, must feel some emotion of 
sorrow. Sin hasintroduced great 
misery, and universal disorder 
into the world. No_ person, 
however mean and obscure, or 
eminent and exalted, can stand 
invulnerable against the arrows 
of adversity. It is however the 
peculiar privilege of a good man, 
that though, alike with others, 
he be partaker of the sufferings 
of humanity, yet he sees a wise 
hand directing every event, and 
rendering all subservient to a 
grand and glorious end. He 
desires to learn the noble les- 
sons of patience and submission, 
while his heart glows with gra- 
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titude to Him, to whom he is 
indebted for every comfort he 
enjoys, and without whose per- 
mission he knows no evil can 
transpire. 

Afflictions, though not bles- 
sings in themselves, yet when 
sanctified are productive of great 
good to them who are exercised 
thereby. Lven Demetrius, a 
heathen, could say, “ That no- 
thing could be more unhappy 
than a man who had neverknown 
affliction.” And one who was 
not a heathen has left it on re- 
cord, That it was good for him 
to be afflicted. Let usnot there- 
fore sink into despondency un- 
der a view of approaching diffi- 
culties ; nor suffer our imagina- 
tions to dwell with horror on 
supposed future events. ‘ The 
evils and afflictions of this life, 
indeed, appear like rocks and 
precipices, rugged and barren, 
at a distance ; but at our nearer 
approach we shall find little 
fruitful spots, and refreshing 
springs, mixed with the harsh- 
ness and deformities of nature.” 

It is related of one, who, un- 
der great severity, had fled from 
the worst of masters to the best 
(I mean he had sought rest in 
the bosom of Jesus Christ, the 
common friend of the weary 
and heavy laden,) that he was 
so impressed with a sense of the 
benefit he had derived from his 
afflictions,that lying on his death- 
bed, and seeing his master stand- 
ing by, he eagerly caught the 
hands of his oppressor, and kiss- 
ing them said, “ These hands 
have brought me to heaven.” 
Thus many have had reason to 
bless God for affiictions, as _be- 
ing the instruments in his hand 
of promoting the welfare of their 
immortal souls ! 
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It is said of Dr. W., that from 
his most early infancy to his 
dying day he scarce ever knew 
what health was; yet we are 
told that he looked aipon this af- 
‘fliction as the greatest blessing 
of his life. And the reason he 
assigned for it was, that, being 
natorally of a warm temper and 
an ambitious disposition, these 
visitations of Divine Providence 
weaned his affections from the 
world, and brought every passion 
into subjection to the divine will. 


ee ee 
_INSTALLATION. 


Tue Rev. Ira Hart was in- 
stalled, on Wednesday the 6th 
day of December last; as pas- 
tor of the church and society in 
} Stonington. The Rev. Walter 
King of Norwich, made the in- 
troductory prayer ; the sermon 
was delivered, by the Rev. Abel 
M‘Ewen, of New London; 
the installing prayer, by the 
Rev. Samuel Nott, of Frank- 
lin; the charge, by the Rev. 
Jonathan Murdock of Bozrah ; 
the right hand of Fellowship, 
by the Rev. Salmon Cone, of 
Colchester ; and the concluding 
prayer, by the Rev. Abishai 
Alden, of Montville. The pub- 
lic exercises were devout and 
solemn, while the unanimity 
and exertions of the people to 
bring about this happy event, 
rendered it highly pleasing and 
interesting, to a mumerous au- 
dience. And it cannot fail of 
giving real joy, to the friends of 
Zion, through this State, that 
such an important part of our 
Lord’s vineyard, which has so 
long lain desolate, is so far re- 
built, and may hope, in future, 
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to enjoy the stated adminstra- 
tion of the word and ordinances 
of God. 


—— 
ORDINATION. 


* Onthe 24th of January last, 
the Rev. Reusen Tayior was 
ordained a minister of Christ, 
by the South Consociation of 
Litchfield County ; and receiv- 
ed the pastoral charge of the 
church and society in Bridge- 
water, town of New-Milford. 
The Rev. Bennet Tyler led in 
the first prayer; Rev. Azel 
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Backus preached the Sermon ; 

Rev. Noah Bennedict ted in the 
consecrating prayer; Rev. Pe. 
ter Starr expressed the charge ; 

Rev. Andrew Eliott gave the 
right hand of fellowship; and 
Rev. Ebenezer Porter, led the 
concluding prayer. The com- 
mendable exertions, which the 
people of this Society have made 
to obtain gospel principles, and 
their unanimity respecting the 
settlement of their Pastor, af- 
ford a pleasing hope that their 
privileges will be suitably and 
faithfully improved. May the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
| be with them. 
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Donations to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 
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Feb. 26. Received of Nathan B. Derrow, 

Rev. Abraham Scott, collected in new scttiobients, o % 
do. 
Enfield Society, Eliphalet Terry,Esq. .... . 


April 16, Rev. Calvin Ingals, 
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3 50 
5 50 
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do, 





